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ical events it discus 
leading to the fall 
ical problem. Th 
ary BCE are prima 


der to test th 





The framework of this book is determined b 
es. It has been my aim to understand better the proce: 
Samaria, This aim conf 
sources relating to the events in th 





ted me with a historiogi 





f the eighth 








cie contradictory, I set up my research in 





Tadmor!. In the second and the third chapter I an: 


and their interpretations. 


In my conviction historical ve exist 





can only be interpreted if v 
preface the analysis of the 


ec fall o 





the events precedin 





of the evidence is fol 





Samaria, In chapter 4, 1 





remarks on the rep 





will review in chapt 





established on the te 


ity of sources mak histoire de mentalité 








concerning the fall of Samar 
work in which a history of human 
could be elaborated. Such an 


that my research supplies a hist 





reaction ie experience 





outline, however, needs a thorough examination of the intentions of the pre 
e so-called Deuteronomistic History and of 





xilic prophets, the 


some of the Psalm: 





H. Tadmor, JCS 12 (1988). p ready H. Winckler. B r 
cheidung der Konigsbcher, in: H. Winck 5-20, Tadmor does 
refer to wincklers at 

In B, Becking, Bijdragen 49 9 the redactional n 





Kgs 17:7-23 is gives 
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PRELUDE 


FROM INDEPENDENT PROSPERITY TO VASSAL-STATE 











A us state during the Jeroboam II 
During th mm Il Northem Israel was a prosperow 
independent kil his is intelligibl in the context of the 
ional polit ations at that time. The Assyrian Empire hai t 
reached the dominant position which it obtained half a 





Je I, A wolved in militar 
north. The prosperity of the Northem Kingdom 





During the reign 


gles with Urartu in the r 





becomes evident from archeolog 
Thi 











workmanship went through a 


4 of prosperity. Things ch 





48 BCE, Thirty later, thi 
independent 
Du'ru, Magi 















Empire we 
The downfall of Samaria was t 
scan be 
1. During the reign of the Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser III 2 
BCE), the prosperous kingdom of Israel became a much smaller 
assal state surrounded by thre rian province former 
2. During the reigns of Shalmaneser V (727-722 BCE) and Sargon Il 
22-705 BCE) the vassal state was transformed into a province 
within the Assyrian Emp 
Both phases can be subdivided. In the background, the Assyrian policy of 





ibed to the annals6 the name /: i kurJa-u 





was read twice. Both 





ame person, who was identifi 


d 





as Azarya/Uzzia the king of Judah.7 ¢ sis, a leading 











738 BCE has often been supposed. However, Na‘aman 





the annals of Tiglath Pileser III, bu 


rt of 
fragment BM 


























82-3-23,131, earlier ascribed to Sargon II. The joi forms a part of 
a ‘letter to the deity’ written by Sennacherib after his 
Juda in 701 BCE.S Therefor Azriyau of the Annals of 
III is nowadays interpreted as rebel from rea of H 
of this reconsideration of t vee a Juidacen ot Serselite itcrforinbe i 
the coalition of 738 BCE is very unlik 
The revolt was put down with force by Tiglath P 
rebellious areas, being at t tates, were 
rian En 1 Of the pop 
provinces i Assyri it of the popula 
away in exile. In Northem S\ s Kula 
HT J P 
i r 
d10 5 BH 
Wi. Si 2 
" BCE 
Araméens, p. 234; WT r GGG, Reinhold, 
Betichungen. c 4.26: 0 w. Mayer, UF 
t 7 MC LT. 








came into being, and in Phos Arga, Usnu and Siannu.10 
Under the influence of Assyri oN of king 
and rulers of still independent n ablished 
nicia, Southern Syria and 
Southern Anatolia, paid voluntary! tribute to’ the 

angst them is Mi-ni-bi-im-me kotSa-me-ri-na-a. Most probably this i 
the tribute of 1000 talents of silver 


Assyrian provinces, e.g. in Southern Pho 


Assyrian king.1 


that Menahem had to pay to the 
Assyrian king Pul.13 According to 2 Kgs 


20, this tribute was paid by the 








According to Yad 














which according to their inscrip pe dated in an 
smonstrated, thatthe o the period 778-744 BCE. Therefore, J 

dices a ia goihad OE le 121 hm 

be remarked a s: id that 

It is highly probable that the taxation smal contrast 





in Samaria and 





Northern K 
tween different political fa 
































3. Interm 3 Beginn ro-Ephraimite war 
Between the campaign of 738 BCE and the sue ings of tribute by 
Menahem of Israel and the following campaign of ‘Tiglath Pileser III 
against the area of Syria and Palestine, there was a period in which th 
ts in the Northem Kingdom were not determined in the first 
¥, Yadin, Ser P 
H. Donner - W. Rollig, KAY I 
AFR A . : 
KA 1PM si TA. Boogsa 
W.H, Shea, 20F . 
FR A 9), pp.9) 5 P 4, 
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place by the attitude towards the Assyrian Empire. In 1 
BCE the military of Tiglath Pileser II was di 
campaigns in Me 
Menahem di 
Pekahja (738. 











was taken over, through a 
Kgs 15:27 h 
years are reckoned from his 








ied for twenty ye 
It in 736 BCE, then 

example, Pekah would still 
traditional date for th 
to reckon 





1 chronole So, 
in 722 BCE, which is 1 






this peric 





f Israel with the possibility of cd 


regencies and 6 BCE Pekah’s reign in Sa 





began. It is, he 












vents from h f power in Samaria in the archives of the palace 
which the book s based, calculating from the moment on which 

was chosen part der. Since Pekah was dethron BCE, it is 
probable that he the leadership 





BCE. 2 Kgs 15:25 






kah w orted in his rebellion by a 
ward of Gileadite it see in him an exponent of a 
Transjordan politi ¢ Pekah assumed his role as leader of 

rebellion already in 752/51 BCE, it can be assumed that contrasts between 





the court in San 
and ‘Gileadite 
Altho 






cal parties, between ‘Manassites’ 






existed at the end of the reign of Jeroboam 11,26 














It of Pekah in 
After the incorporat 
Assyrian Empire in 738 BCE 


BCE must have 




















PRELUDI 7 
West during the per 735 BCE by his sphere of 
power and influence.29 Traces of his p in the so-called 
‘Syro-Ephraimite war’.20 Oded has p t that this w 
































commenced already during the reign of J 34 BCE (2 Kgs 
15:37)31 The Sy 
ecupation I 
BCE.32 The Sy s 
influence of Damascus in th of Si 
‘ at Razyan had the leadi 
urces he is called fir Pekal ; 
calendar COL the campaigns of Tiglath P 
were directed against us. 
From two summar iptions of T 
’ i 
H. Careles, F 
8, Ode ' ‘ 
i , 
PUK ' 
P III ND4301 + 
Pv 3 52: H Carell. ( $ 





that the fron 
South, v 


ad in the Transjor 





wards t 
Gil 
forced Pekah wit 
that Pekah 


























6 BCE. How and 
Already durir 
n Judah, most 
ment of Ahaz as s 
was attacked, albeit 
14, The camp 
The eponym ar C 
on this campaign is la 
mentioned in 
49.= CT 35,29 
TP il Klis 
Ev E. Sch 
© See TPIILND. 
BCE: TP itt A: 
ion TP II A 
* TPHIL Kleine bi 





TP i 
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Aram and Israel i 
h-Maachah in Ga 





732 BCE 
lea and at Ramoth 


















































This fact leads to the conviction that Ragyan had 
ression into a coalition. But is also proposable 
for help from Damascus during the revolt 
Hira of the coalition36 is still 
the coalition conquered territory 
y Transjordan areas, After the enthrone 
n 734 BCE, the capital Jerusalem 
Pileser II in 734 BCE 
ns a campaign a-na KUR(mdti) Pi-lis-ta "to 
Tiglath Pileser UI in 734 BCE,37 A report 
he annals of Tiglath Pileser 11138, but it i 
ary inscriptions.39 This campaign had both an 
Fs Ill (ed. Rost p. 86 in 
SI: REY 5: S.A. ah. pp 
‘ urces for 734 and 733/32 BCE. In my 
BCE, while TP tit 
ribed by Rost tothe Annals 
k Tsaiah, pp. 28-31.37-40, H. 
Ros. pp.78-80):8-15 

















economic and a military-str The Assyrians wanted control over 
the overseas-tra harbour-cities as well as control over 
trade with Egypt and the caravan-routes to the Arabi ula. This 
becomes clear from protectionistic remarks in a New-Assyrian letters0 and 
from the fact that after the campaign an Assyrian commerce centre was 
established in Gaza! The f result campaign, differing 





Arabiai to Tiglath Pileser III for the use of Gaza as a 





tribes paid trib 

















staple-market*2, points in the same direction. The military-strategic goal of 
Tiglath Pileser III was to prevent Egyptian intervention in the area of Syria 
and Palestine.4 

The campaign went as fi the Assyrian armies marc 
Northern Phoenicia southwards along the coast of the Mediterranean 
Before reaching Gaz was fought with an unnamed king.*4 It is not 





1 or Ahaz of Judah is me 
Gezer by Tiglath Pileser IIL 


impossible that Pekah of Isr 








bound up with the conques 








inscriptions of the Assyrian kin ym the legend 


Assyrian relief.4 Gezer had been in I ry since Solomonic 














Pp. 26-28: S.A. Irvine, / 

TPLT ‘ 

TP AI R 

TPH" A $ 

LE AK m SA 
So: H. Spieckerma R Besicha 

w seus, 2 F SALI 
AH, Layard, Mt 1. PL 62. The dea . t 





luding of this 
BCE, w 


























the Philistine ai pai 
were restricted to hem Syria, Galilea an 
and that Tiglath-Pileser marched alongside Gez Askelon in 

The texts relating to 734 BCE speak in the m: Thi 
captured, Remarkably, the Philistine ruler Hi who first fled to Egypt. 
is after all maintain he throne: yet as a vassal. Thi rians es 
tablished a market-place in Gaza and th hed southwards to th 
Egyptian frontier was d.54 As a result of this 

















Assyrian prov bh After the campaign, a 
oup of vass tribute to the Assyrian ki 
Ragyan of E re nt wise 
fragmentary list.56 Hence, or : that both states w in the 
Assyrian sphere of influence, At £734 BCE, Judah was a tributary 
vassal-state attacked by Aram a 

Through the complexity of the pi lations, the Syro-Ephraimit 


war assumed an anti Assyrian character Tiglath Pileser III was 





Also forced to respond positivily to Ahaz" r ssistence. During the 














next {wo years the Assyrian king unde campaign against Damascus 
and Israel 
1.5. Tiglath Pileser III's campaign in BCE 
Jaro8 and Weippert assume that the campaign of 734 BCE had as a second 
pal {0 oUt ¢ ple help from Egypt for the anti Assyrian 
valition.s7 This has been di by O jorrectly thinks that the 
Syro-Ephraimite coaliti f h f De 
Although the now-known texts ai a p for the 

TP Hl Tontafel (cd. R 5M. 

SAM 
K, Jara 6 MW s 
B, Oven, ASTI 9 8 Idem, MEW. Thompso 
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coalition and, besides, Eg ed by then no leading role, it is not 





impossible that Tiglath Pile 





at creating a buffer between Egypt 





tine. It is, as T will now show, too 
much to claim that the S 
BCE. 

Ahaz of Judah, whi 
in the No 
Philistines in the West 
West, had subjected 





nite war came to an end already in 734 


‘om all sides: by Aram and Israel 


n, by Edi South-Fast60, in 





rlier days by the 
y by the Assyrians from the North: 


volu fier the Assyr 














at Gezer. Then, or perhaps lat 34 BCE, he asked for help from the 
Assyrians against Aram and Israel. Tiglath Pileser III was willing to accede 
to his request 

The eponym-calendar Cbl mentions a can against Damascus in 





both 733 and 732 BCE.62 This makes it clear, that Razyan played the 



























place aiming aquest of Dam The reports on the campaigns in 
the inscriptions are fragmen In two geographically ordered 
summary inscriptions only the final results are mentioned.64 ‘These data 
evoke the follow ur litary operations did not lead to a battle 
in the open fie Assyrians were forced to take succesive cities by 
siege. This makes it comprehensible that it took Tiglath Pileser III two 
years to bring the coalition to its knees. It cai excluded that the 
Assyrian army split up into two parts 

In the same period Tiglath Piles sd a war with queen Shamshi 
of Arabia, who was ruling over dic tribes. Tiglath Pileser III 





defeated her in a battle near Mount Sa-ag-qu-ri. This mountain, which is 





Transjordan areas. The Arabic sovereign saved her life, but she had 








accept a polit Pp 
1.5.1. The conque 
Of the militar 








(mak 
Abel Beth-M: 








TPIINDS: 
TPHIT 
TPHIL"AN 
BAK 
es 


Read with H. Tad 
doubtful, M, Wi 








B 





The fragme 








an extent 





house of Omri’ I 
hief 1 appointed as 











uudte and Qamint 
1.5.2. Operations in Isra 


More détails are known about the sin 
Israel. The Annals of Tiglath Pileser II mentic 


were conquered and whose population was carri 








te cities which 


























r 
peop with their ns he citic 
Aruma and M 
All these cities can be located in Galil 
Difficult to 
iena-tu-n 
Can be it Jost in S n. The city 
alread in EA 8 Fae 
Tell al-Badawiya.79 
TPM As 
5198; H.C é R. Zadok, Wal y 








Qal-na 








A city Qa-néi-w is kno s well as Kava from the New 
Testament 2 4 cation with mp in Aser 
Josh 19:28) is also probable he context of the Annals of 








Tigi 


modem Hirbet 





lath Pileser a location neai 











Bellum 1 














Fb tions a Galilean place-nam 





Ur-an, which was idk 








non/ficna-tu-na 


Ma-ru-um 




















days of Pekah, king of 


Tiglath Pileser, king of Assyria, 





Abel-Beth-Maachah 











Abel Beth Mai Abil 


Israel. Therefore thi 


located in the territory of Dam: bel-Beth-M: 
in 2 Sam 20:18 and 1 Kgs 15:20, 
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An Itinerary from Ebla mentions a city /-na-fu.8 An El Amama letter 
refers to a place nu-‘a-mu. Both can be identified with mx and 
modem 


Gi 





nah. wever, two places with this name: one in the 





7090. This last city 











is stationed alongside the route of the via maris (‘route to the sea’, Isa 
8:23), which according to Rainey, lead from Dan via Abel Beth Maacah to 
Tyre. In givin; pr c $ Secor ha picture of this 








mpaign of T 


Northem Israel — first conce 

















tant via may 
A city with this name in Naphtali is mentioned in Josh 12:22; 19:37: 
1:32 and Ju Ld ar whether all these texts refer to the 
same place in 5:29 can be identified with Tell Abu Qudeis,9 
Hazor 
This city in Nap s known from the Mari letters?3, an Itinerary from 





Ebla% and from the El A\ rs. It is mentioned many times in the 


Old Testament and can be 





as is generally accepted, with Tell al 
Qidah. 
A later redactor added 15:29 





he summary report that Tiglath 
Pileser II had conquered Gilead, Galilea and the w 
Napht 








i. Archeological traces of destruction which 





night go back to thi 











campaign, are found Hazor, Tell Qedesh, Tell Abu Qudeis, Kin. 
1 hinera x 
Kaplan, 12 28 a "1 on with Giv'at haloes (near th 
upper Hal 
CAF, Rainey, Tel A 
AF. Rai A 








nereth and Megiddo, 





ft according to which 





Irvine has elaborated a provocat 
el, but that they 
-w and the 


le. We must 





Tiglath Pileser III conquered these territories not fron 





were at that time in Syrian-Dai 






possession, Both his v 

















1.5.2.3. Revolts in 





Anti-Assyria 





and Mitinti were dethroned by 


quest of Dan 








Hoshea and Rakibti respectively. Hos! 
‘weakness of Samaria with king Pekah waging war in the North 
ions of Tiglath Pi 


III state that Hoshea obtained power by a revolt. From a recent collation of 








gainst the 


Assyrians, Bi 





the Old Testame 

















TP Ill 4301+:Revi2’ it s that Hoshea paid a tribute in [ 
Sar}rabanu to T ser 111,98 

This collation is of great importance for the chronology of the reign of 
Hoshea, The Assyrian k jeged Sarrabanu in 731 BCE.% Presumably 
Hoshea paid tribute to achieve formal recognition as soon as possible for 
his government from Assyria.100 This al 731 BCE can be 





voked at as the first year of Hoshea. Thi f this synchroni 


























Two 
FROM VASSAL-STATE TO ASSYRIAN PROVINCE 


2.1. The problem 





In recent studies on the history of Isra all of 








vague terms, To mention two of them: Soggin notes a discrepancy between 
the Assyrian annals, which ascribe the fall of Samaria to Sargon II, and the 
biblical texts, which mention Shalmaneser V as the conqueror and which 
are probably right;! Clauss states that shortly before his death in 722 BCE 
Shalmaneser V captured the city, but a campaign of punishment of Sargon 

















Mesopotamia, t claims for the conquest of Samaria can be 
found. In the Babylonian Chronicle it is stated that 
Shalmaneser V (727-722 BCE) destroyed Samaria, On 


successor Sargon II (722-705 BCE) claims t 





Assyrian king 











the conqueror eight times 





in his inscriptions, The historical-chronological problem involved in this 
twofold claim has generally been resolved in four ways: 
1) by arguing that Bab Chron I i:28 does not refer to a conquest of 


Samaria ascribing 
fall of Samari 


of Shalmaneser V or even after the 


pla 







2). by supp 





late in the reign 
that Sa 













3) with a hypothesis of H. Tadmor, which will be 
below or 

4) g the ravaging of Samaria menti 
er V and 


other data in such a way that Sargon II br 





Chronicle in the first year o! interpreting the 








already initiated by Shalmaneser V 


I will evaluate these solutions by discussing the relevant inscription: 









Bab; 
















This chronicle3 sums up fac from the period between the n 


d Shamash-shumu- 





of the Babylonian kings Nabu 





ukin (668-648 BCE rm copied in year 22 
of the Per 





king 








diaries. Col. i:27-32 describes the reign of Shalmaneser V 











27 WAB(Tebétu) UDim) 25 Sul-man-a-Ké-red ina kur A. 

28 (u URI(ARKAdI) }e AS. R-ab(kussé ittazab) ba 
29 MU(Sattu) 5 Sul-man-a-sé-red ina WAB(tebéti) NAMMES(éimdti)s 
30 5 MU.MES(atté) Sul-man-a-Sd-red LUGAL-ut(arrut) KUR(mati) 








kurASSur 
3 >.12.KAM(ana fimi 12) LUGAL.GIN(Sarru-ukih) 
AMAR.UD.A.M! dilina) ina 
TIN-TRE(G AS.TE.DUR-ab(kussé i 
Sth day month of Tebet Shalmaneser in Assur 
and Akkad) ascended the throne. He destroyed Samaria, 





29 Year 5: Shalmaneser died in the month Tebet. 





(0 Shalmanese 








1 In the month Tebet Sargon ascende 
32 On New-Years day Marduk-apla: 
Bat 








in Bab Chron I i:28 8r$4-ba-ra--in 





Some scholars 





(Sefarvaim) by 





read instead of usSé-ma-ra-’-in. In that case 1 
Sibraim) or & 





about the conquest 











Shalmaneser V9 and thi blems in g the conquest of 
Samaria to Say Ar position are 
In Neo-Assyrian te a is always written with an /s/ and not 
The editor of the Babylonian Chronicle would not have had any 





interest in telling the small city in Palestine 





h im nor Sefarvaim 





Tadmor has argued, however, that neither Sibra 












found in Mesopotamian sources.!2 It would be strange if the Babylonian 
Chronicle referred to a relatively unknown city des Hebrew /3/ is 
rendered in Assyrian with a /s/. The Bab Chronicle, however, is a 
Babylonian text and not an Assyrian one. In Babylonian inscripti 
Hebrew /3/ is rendered with a /3/.13 Wit 101 see any reason 
why n1S4-ma-ra-in should not be identified with Samaria.14 

















A a SI ' Cor 
od, A. Ungnid, RIA I 6 ARAB Il from 
list Gelb, JNE P 6.0 AK 
See for instance F risches Z ss J. Halévy, ZA 2 
87), pp. 397-402; H. Winckler, Geschi ¢ @3.and 
4 His view has been adopted by a E. Vogt. 8 
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For the interpretation of the text two questions are important: 

1) Is there a hint in the text to the date of Shalmaneser's capture of 
Samaria? 

2) What is the exact meaning of hepii 


‘The first question was raised by Winckler and repeated recently by Na’a. 
man.15 They pay atten 





mi to the following observations. The text of thi 


chronicle is organized in a ch order. Transverse i 








$ mark 





Separated units in the text. Within these units each and every event is dated 
the Babylonian k 


textual unit on the accession of 


according to thi 





ficial regnal periods c concerned, 





The capture of Samaria is positioned in th 


Sha 
ra-'-in ilj-te-pi refers to an event in the acces: 
727 BC 
can see th 


Babylonian C 





maneser V. Winckler and Na'aman conclude that consequently Sd-ma: 





n-year of Shalmaneser V 








However, this argument is not convincing. As far as I 









words Sé-ma-ra-’-in ily form the only instance in the 
nicle which is not introduced by the formula MU X "in the 


xth year Bab Chron I iv:34ff for instance introduces events in the 





accession-year of Shamash-shumu-ukin explicitly with MU.SAG “in the 
accession year". That leads me to suppose that the authors of the 
Babylonian Chronicle found in 
of Samaria by Sh 








eS an undated note on the capture 
maneser V, Bab Chron 





jould be F 














for the conquest of Samaria at some 





other in the reign of  V. An exact date cannot be concluded 





from this chro 








But does the tex 





aneser V captured or conquered the 
Northem Israelite cap 





of Samaria? Na'aman presupposes that the As- 











syrian verb hepit wai the Babylonian Chronicle in the connotation 
 plunder/ to ravage" and that it refers to military actions against 
extensive areas, not against cities as such. According to Na‘aman epi is 





not us 





d in this Chronicle to indicate 


ed 





truction of walls after a 








n this interpretation of hepi 











MESOPOTAMIAN SOURCES 25 


This Assyrian verb has as general meaning in G "To break, s 























The verb is describe the niinatios d cities. 18 
Chronicle I the verbs mes. From the sin the n 
becom ha a es andlor countr does not 
21 Tiglath Pileser III devastated Bit-Amuk 
TP Itt Tontafel (ed. Rost, p. 60):25: Bit-Am ul ag-qur a 
TP Ill Plate inscription (ed. Rost, p. 44):11 KUR E-Acmuka-an-ni ki-ma da 
i:44 Marduke-apla-iddina devasta snown cit 
Senn Ai D.D. Luck nnals, p. 26) 1:58-59 w a 
O1S-TUKUL MES Ui: ue Hisimvna) 1 
ii:38 Sennacherb deva : 
This short semantic c mn that Bab Chron 1 i:28 





refers to an actual ca ather than to a military camp 





which had as ta 








Sargon II claims the cd 





mes in his inscriptions. 











Six of them will b F which will 
become clear later, tw Fon. 
2.3.1.1. Sargon II Display inscription :23-25 
Eg. ND 2608 (ed. H.W : As a 
Winckler):381 = (ed. Lie) 454; S Lack 








OF SAMARIA 





at Hor 
The text ha 


ides infor 





Display inscription, excavate: 





tion 
about Sargon’s militar 








hical way and doe ve a chronological intention, Four 
versions with only minor differences were found in Rooms IV, VIL, VIII 


and X. In 23-25 the conquest of Samaria is referred t 














24 20+71 S (nisi) a- Sib SACD 
ur-ma it is Wiu-ut SAG-ia(éat 











3 I besieged and cong 











50 chariots I gathered from their 
The bereaved I taught proper b 

1 appoint mmission a 
The levy of the fi kin 





According ed Samaria and lead a large 





people into captivity nstructions for ind, i.e. for pro 


Assyrian conduct, may ir the breach ¢ 





treaty, The text does not 
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N SOURCES 2 


23:12. 





ription on the palace doors 





In the palace of Sargon Il 









plaster-work 





texts, all in more than one version. These five texts all d 


all relate in gical way the exploits of Sa 








only mentioned in text four. 

















31 ka-gid vSa-me-ri-na 
32 i gi-mir KUR(mdt) E(bét)-Lue-um-ricd 
31 (Sargon I is th \queror of Samaria 
and the whole land of the house of Om 
This text confirms the claim of Sargon. Dates or wever, are not 
2.3.1.3. Sargon I Display inscription from n 
Besides the abor n tion from the palace at 


nd in Room XIV which also 





Porsabad another Display in: 


describes Sargon's 














E(bét)-Yu-um-ri-iads 
5... L plunder Samerina and the whole land of Omi, 
It is a remarkable fact, that ‘Same he whole land of Omri’ are 
intioned in one lin Si-nu-ub-ti in Cilicia which Sargon con. 
PE. Botta, M UH, ¢ 16-16quater, w a 
BAL? | pp. 6 
tm PE, Bota 








39 icna lib-bi tieke-rib Ww 
40 WEN.NAM(bél pahati) eli-sti-nu 


UKU.MES(nidé) KUR(mdti) 





25 [The inhabitants of Sa}merini 5) with a king 





28 (to Ashur (? 


30 {agaJinst th 
31 [217,280 peopl 





and the gods, 
33 I counted, W 
34 from them I formed a un 





35 The rest of them 
I settled in the midst of Assyria. 


















37 | repopulated Samerina an before 
ix 
c ‘ . H. Tad 
prope HT B 
17% HT c : 
: : a fon ing 
mand’ ef J1N. Posigate, E M 













30 FALL OF SAMARIA 


39 Ib 








This part of the Nimrud prism recalls Display inscription:23-25. Some 
17. There is nc 
lememtary texts, as copies of a lost 





sentences and phrases have parallels in 





original34 or even to un ne text.35 Sg II Display inscrip 
tion:23-25 and Ni © two differing descriptions o 
Tassum q s:11-17, see below 





A diffic 

















which they ¢ an adjectival adjunct ti line 25; “the king 
my [p s As noted above this reading yields grammatical prob. 
lems. Besides, it suggests that Sargon II was surpressing a rebellion that 
had already broken out during the reign of his predecessor.37 This i 

however, not in accordance with the other evidence relating to the year 720 





f Shalmaneser V a new anti 
formed. According to my interpretation, Sg Il 


BCE, which suggests that after the death 





Assyrian coal 








Nimrud prism IV:25-41 refers to this anti-Assyrian conspiracy; the 
tion lead by Hubi'di of Hamath.38 Since the Nimnud prism is not 
nologically ordered3? this cannot be proved from the original literary 





context, but mu: 
Sg II Nimrud p 
Samaria, 











Samaria, One part was 





assumed into the royal Asyrian army, together with its 200 chariots 
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The others were settled f Assyn 
2. After the conquest the city 
3. People from all parts of the Assyrian Empire were brought into the 


4. Israel/Samerina is no longer a tributary 





the Assyrian Empire 


A remarkable fact is given by war contained even 





the gods in which they trust syrian Empire gods 





peared to be less 





trusted ap. 














was rel f the cult Assyrian gods.46 
According to Gadd the fact that gods w from Samaria 
is ‘doubtless interesting evidence for the p Israel's7, 

expression un Dee in descrip. 
tions of the fa city, whi by implication $ not 
have to refer to reality.t8 Yet i probable that it refers here to 
eality and thus confirms both 1 a the religion of Sama 
ria and the actual polytheism in Norther Isral, which were both con 





demned by the prophets Amos, Hoshea and Micah 6. 








See below Chap 
On arc q BRL, p 
chk ’ 

Ch M. Cog " 4 
Kay, & Mc 































ALL OF SAMARIA 


a II Cylin 








This text is known in four almost identical copies. The inscription records 





the founding of the new c 





Dur-Sharruken. An outline of the exploits 
of Sargon I is likewise give 


19 mu-ri-ib KUR(mat) E(bét)-Hu-um-ri-a rap-di Ja uRa-pi-hi 





S1.$1(tabta) kurMu-us-ri GAR-nu-ma(agkunuma) pYa-a-nu-wn 








LUGA Ha-2i-ti50 ka-mu-us-su ti-Se-ri-ba vmuAs+ sur 
20 ka-sid \6-ba-di-di “Mar-si-ma-ni Wl}; 
Sii-nu ma ti-Sar-mui ki-rib KL 





Yucumeri-as 


19 (Sar ive land of the house o! 


who) subjected 





who inflicted a defeat upon Egypt at Raphia, 
ht Hanun, the king of Gaza, 0 A: 


over the Tamudi, th 








padlidi, the Marsi 





and settled them in the land of the house of Omri 





ther with 





nquest of San 
the battle at Raphia in 720 BCE, where Sargon defeated Hanun of Gaza 





despite Egyptian aid for the Philistine king. Line 20 mentions the repopula 





tion of the Assyrian provin amerina with Arab tribes also referred tc 
in the Anna 


BCES 





This repopulation is dated in the Annals in pala 15 
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2.3.1.6. Sargon II Bull inscription: 





In Dur-Sharruken — Yorsabad pairs of bulls were excavated all inscribed 








with the same text, mentioning th ic acts of Sargon 





in wt Sa-me-ri-na ka-la KUR(mat) B(bét)-Hucum-ri 





2 (Sargon is the) usurper of Samaria and th land of the 





house of Omri 








Historical or chronological conclusion: mpossible on the basis of this 
text 

2.3.2. The historical solut 
Among those who accept the reading ma-ra-'-in in Bab Chron 1 i:28 





in Sarg Il An 
that Sargon II conquered 


and its identification with Samaria, many regard the 1 






nals:] 





as a historically trustwe 





the city in his first regnal year f Sargon Il are under 





tood as parallel witnesses givi 





destruction of the city, the dep 








the Assyrian king. 





repopulation with foreign settlers 
The hi 
Samaria took place late in the reign of Shalmaneser V 





rical problem is then so 





d by the supposition that the fall of 














of Sargon II. Le. a date which could produce a claim for both kings to be 
the conquerer of the Israelite cit 
Texts: PE. Botta, Monument IM, 22-66. D. k sits ont 
ve inscrip rom a pair of bulls now in th PE Bi tment, 48 
Transcription and ta DG. Lyon, K P 





Translation: D.D, Luckenbill, ARAB 








About thirty years ag pothesis of H. Wine 
kler.57 In short: the ith wo claims, but Samaria was 


actually conquere T this supposition plausible Tadmor pays 


attention to a hith ext of  Assur-Charter 
of Sargon II 


BCE is described 


‘(Ya}-ma 


























hho had no righ fone, W not duly in 
nthe got/Ag is tand an 
the bad, not t 4, He treated [them(?)] with disdain. 
20 He gathe 4 and S Bro t his side 
he6? killed and he did ni 8 
5: roni Asus : id So/cuanjtor Blajiind 
5 (th wes]t m} tum. Ha{m 
27 (The inhabitants of the w ade bow before my feet 
8 [T]o the [c}ity of Assur Ib o 
text refers to thi A bellion under the leadership of flu 
i of Hamath. h f Si neser V, in ontrasts in 
them off by r I ain he inhabitants of thi 
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capital city and by restoring the tax-exemption of the temple.66 Internal 


problems restrained him from campaigns against foreign enemies, In fact 





there were several rebellious vasals: Humban-nigash in Elam67, Marduk 
apla-iddina in B 


leadership of Ilu-bi'di in Syria-Palestine. It is not clear which countries 





byloniass, Hanunu in Gaza6? and a coalition under the 











alition. In any case: Hamath, Arpad, Simirra, Damascu 
robably Yatarikka.70 After Sargon IT h 


intemal political unre went to war in his second p. 





d put down the 
f= 720 BCE. In 
king of Elam.71 Then 









West and defeated the c 








forces of the coalition in a battle near 



























t© See Sg MI Assur C H. Tadmor, JCS 12 (1958), 37; H. Donner, tra 
© See Spit Assur 6-17, 20d Bs 18 Chronicle 1 
F WA 4. H. Winckler, p. 6):27-31 = (ed. A.G. Lie, p 
)'53-55; and Sp fl Display inseription (ed. H. Winckler, Sargon tp. 100) 
Sources on this rehe 2 and the Assyrian powerfull answer t 
Spi Annals AG, Lie)23-5 
Se. Ml Cyprus ‘ AVA. Ungnad, VS 1, No 71)i81-65; H. 
Spieckermar a few addions to this text on th 
basis ofan unpublished Hamath 
Set Di m1. 100) 
Sp. ira DL a 12, 
Sell Nin H. Winck 68-1 
Sp Hl Nimnud prism (ed. C4. Ga 9-18 
Sp ll Assur Ch 
Si. Ml Cylinder ins. 4. DG. Lyon, Keilschr 
ig Tl Report on r s (ed. R.C. Thompson, frag 7 (1940), p. 
Eponym calendar O>4 (ed. A. U r 
The letter of Bél-duri, govern on I (SAA I, No, 171) ref 
R H. De rn, pp. 106-108; H, Tadmor, BA 
> Cl B ns, 9. 46: E Aufstand , p. 
S. Dalley, Iraq 47 (1 R nal roles, pp.149-150, 
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Qargar. 
On this historical basis, Tadmo 





ues that the other references in the 





conquest of Samaria by Sargon II 


inscriptions of Sargon I also refer 


) BCE. This assumption presents no problem; because the texts of 








y anchored accept for the Annals. In a 





not chronologi 


Sargon I ar 











fragment belo 









sumably the conquest of San 
































L [oc FO MStiena-a-a 
120) 
15 [ su d]t-lucla $0 GH 1) ki-sir LUGALT-ti-ia 
16 [ i-|tir-ma eli p fi-Fe-mi UKU.MES(nist) 
KUR.KUR(» a 
1 84 Ag-su-ri e-mid-su-nu 
11... inhabitants (of ...r}ina 
13(2) 
14... who made me reach my wish for battle 
15 ... I] plundered, 50 chariots for my royal forces 
16 ... I re-established and made it greater than before; people from 
all counte 
17... a tax [laid upon them a: 'y were Assyrians75 
Like others, Tadmor augments the fr ary descr f the conquest 
uA 4. H, Winck ac 
Against A.G. Lie, Anna who re 7 
Text PLE, Botta, 5 
> H, Winckler, eilet Land r Winchlet should be regarde 
Transcription and translation: H. Winck Lp 4S: AG. Lie, Annals, pp. 4 
Translation; B.D. Luckenbill, ARAB Il, § 4; ANET, p, 284; R. B TUAT, 1.4 
pas 
M. Cogan, / im s Juda unter Assur 











































king such an ev h 
information i B. c 
worthy Tadmor arrive 
quered twice t 
2.4.1. Non x 1 
The view u 
possible to falsify this thesis using t 
into account the M 











Prism IV:25. 
n I is ante 
t regnal year. Lik 











5.77 Historicall 





the internal 
Taking the 














al da gn of Shal 
I after the rebellion under the 
BCE 
he first will support his v 
fa fi It is ne 
known t 1958 fi 
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new texts of Sargon II have been publ ww information, 





Isification of his 





however, about t ler and cannot be 


























Sg II Asdod stela gives information on the campaign of 712 BCE 

against Philist 

Sg Il Iran stela; this sli damaged text gives in Il:1-12 details on 
rebellion under Ilu-bi'di, which were already known from other 

Sg Il Malatya-fragment rep ampaigns against 

Babylon. 

Sg II Bull inscription; a fragment from the museum in Genu: 

parallelling the alread ir 93.8 

Sg II Borowski sti f the conquest of 





Hamath by Sar Assyrians’ were settled in the 

















new province, on which a pute was laid.§ 
In the Old Testament the fall of Sam: cribed in 2 Kgs 17:3-6 and 
18:9-11, These traditions mention ont st. According to the kind 
of the traditions handed down in the book 4 the span of time 
between the event(s) and the date of the redaction by the 
deuteronon aut needs not to be seen as a falsification of 
Tadmor’s view. It is possible to suppose that during the process of trani 
mission the account of a double conquest has merged into a single one 








These considerations confirm the view that Samaria 








The second point is that I doubt whether Sg II Annals:11-17 refer 








conquest of Samaria by Assyrian king lem is yielded by the 
broken | ally accept rli-na-a-a |... . This 
reading would imply t ing in -rina became 
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victims of 





Assyrian mil 





ary operation. Winckl ted that this frag 
ment could be augmented by Sg Il Display inscription:23-25, discussed 
above. 

On the basis of this addition it is generally assumed that Sargon II 
\d that line 11 should be 
reasons I do not 








claims the conquest of Samaria in Ann 





added to wuSa-me-r a-a. For thr gree with this 





addition and its implications. 


1. First 


Neo-Assyrian texts 13 other cities and villages whose names end in -rina 





i¢ addition ur»Sa-me-r]i-na-a-a is not the only possibility. In 
also occur: 
Ak-ba-ri-n 


Ak-ka-ba-ri-n 
Di-bi-i-ri-na’ 











Ya-wri-na 
Ywrari-na 
Ywesi-ricn 
Im-mi-ricna? 














E A.K. Grayson, ZA P P.D, Gerard 
“ 4 by S the Elamite king during the seven 
An Elamite pont on Assurbanipals seventh campaign (Streck 
YAB VII, I 
An impor i NN. Posgate, in: RIA IV, p. 176 
© Acity inthe Arabian in the report ofthe ninth campaign of Ashurbanipal 
Sireck, VAB VI, I VAT 5600+ (M. Weippe, WdO 7 1973-74). pp. 74 


A gre 
RIAL, k. 5 








Ms.10, and 
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K 
Qa 





Sa-a'-ra-ri-na’ 
Sa 
Sa-ahri-na% 





Zucub-ricnad 











a-a needs to be argu firmly, As Tadmor has shown, an 














order, The main argument for the view that Sg II Annals:11-17, Display 
inscription:23-25 and Nimrud prism 1V:30-41 should be treated as version 


1. 50 chariots for the royal forces. 














In the inscriptio Sargon II the follc zures of chariots are 
A Bab 5 

A Babyl s 
n B 4 Sippar (BM LA 
Brink IDA. K s R. Zadok, WAG 














TH Nimr 


Many 






























i Hi Cyprus stela 1:57 
hariots Hi Display inseription:35 
h Samari Nimrud prism IV:32-33 
nariots mn Borowski stela II:1 
hariots Kummuhu Display inscription:116 
chariots Tabal Nimrud prism V:27-28 
haric Tal Display inscription:32 
hariots from T Annals:17610% 
hariots fi Gai Annals:75 
ch : G sh Display inscription from 
m XIV:44 
hariots fr s Display inscription:24 
chariots s Display inscrip 8 
chariot f r bh Nimnud prism 1V:21 
the numb 1 Samaria is not similar in Sg 
prism IV Sg Il Display inscription:24 and that other 
mentioned f h ts were captured and that in all 
ities conqu si TH tablished afterwards, The 
T made it grea before’ occurs tw the inscriptions: in §; 
ud prism I Si s mentioned, and in a passage 
¢ Anal whic near the Uqnu-river in 














oA Annals:2: 

to Ellipi A 2 

to Harhar Di inser 

to Philistea L 

to Samerina Nimrud prism IV:38 
to Tabal A 


to Tall Garimmu 88 











up Asdod 
up Gam 
up Gar, I i 
up Hi Annals:264 
up Tabal An 8108 
Besides it should be noted that this 
both in the Display-in: on and 
Nimrud Prism 1V:4 eouss 
SA 
WA 
u \ 
Text: PE. Botta, M: 1. W 














































Display ins 





I laid upon 


These parallels show or plausible that ...rJi-na-a 





@ refers to (inhabit 





cology used appears to be 


appropriate for the descr 





of the conquest of any city by the Assyrian 





rk I want to point to the phrase muiakiid 


+ in the inscriptions of Sargon II only three 











contain 1 laud 





se passa; 
Sa d 
1o note that mucakiid ernittija occurs 


the epilogue of the Codex Yammurabi L1:2 








tion to Shamash, who is said to have on, but this is not rela 








to any specific event. It is interesting 
epitheton of Ne 








Examining the conscientios n of Bottal!3 I made an in 
d by Winckler, L 


g nail with a '‘Winkelhaken’) is in fact the sign 








observation, The cuneife 





and others as 








the broken end of RI (stai 





SU. To the left 





it cannot be inte 





right end of a broken sign. This observa- 
tion yields 
Ii 





da complication. 
t be read and that Samaria is not 
interpretation of Sg I Annals:11 









Primarily I the 








ending of the indication of in 
} habitants of a city wever, only one rather obscure 
| Urartian funa, now Gefgell4, Another 
| possibility w: uffix 3.m.s. of a noun or a verb, but 


which word begi 








ption (ed. D.G. Lyon. Keilschrifteste, pp. 34.38):43.67, and in 
Lyon, Kellschrifteste. p.44)83. 





wer, BA 49 (1986), pp 


29):46; Shalmaneser Il Ashur texts (ed. E 
CT, $3, 37+ = SAA V. No. 1088: 
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2.4.4. Conclusion 











These three observations function as arguments against the conclusion 
that the city, whose conquest is described in Sg II A 1-17 — whether 
or not antedated — cannot be identified. In my opinion the text is not 





of Sargon d Samaria during 


his accession-year or in his first pala 





putting into words a clan 





dmor. It is no 
The fact that 





te 
in my view the inscripti 
BCE should be seen a 

In the introduction to this chapt 








ns of Sargon 











f the hypothesis of Tadmor. 





the reconstruction of the historical f Samaria, 





Recently Na'aman ha the two-conquests 
theory. In his opinion in the accession 
year of Shalm quently cannot be combined with 2 Kgs 





17:6a. Further, he states that there is no convincin 
by Shalmaneser V in 723 or 722 BCE. He theref 
n IL. In his view of the event 








claims of Sarg: man supports the 


hypothesis that Sargon II surpressed in 720 BCE 








rebellion of the Is: 


raelites, which already started during the reign of Shalmaneser V.115 Some 
of his arguments are — as I hope I ha bove — not con: 
vincing. His other argumé re related t stament evidence 





Therefore, the evidence from the Old Testament will be analyzed in the 











FROM VASSAL-STATE TO ASSYRIAN PROVINCE 

















Up to ol ment into 
cou f the Proph r h, Micah 
to the ¢ ns although 

destruction, The f s n k of Kin, 

in 2 Kgs 17:3-6 1. Both allel 
2 Ki 
Against him(=H 
arched, 
RB i 
DBR a é s 
DL. Ch 



























The king 
throughout the 





He marched against S: 


He besieged it 


6In 
4 Hoshea 
i the king of Assyri 














j He exiled 
Israel to Assyria. Hi 
' in Halah, Habur 
i the river of Gozai 
} the cities of the Medes. 
i 
} a 











fourth year of Hezekiah 
which is the seventh year of Hoshe: 


a, the king of Israe 


In the sixth year of Hezekiah, 








{oshea, the king of 


Samaria was captun 
The k 




















ng of Assyria exiled 














Assyria, He brought them 
to Halah, Hab 
the cities Medes. 
n pa of the LXX-traditlon 
* Kes 1 
0 the translators, ae transliterated in 
re no reasons to change tke MT 































The exegesis of th 





as a ‘Sammel 





erpret vers 





beric 





3b as flashback: ‘the king had 





















conspiracy ....1 s view king of the treaty by the vassal Hoshea, 
i.e. by invoking help from Egyp n the immediate cause of one cam 
paign of the Assyrian king leading to a three year siege. From a syntactical 
joint of view there are, however, no reasons for such an assumption, 2 
17:3-4 contains a narrative chain of giol-forms!3, which describes a series 
of succe acts. Which implies that it is probable that 2 Kgs I 
chronological description of events, or, more strictly spoken, events presented 
by the author in a chronological framework. The truth of this framework will 
only become clear by a compariso her sources. The relevant facts are 





as follow: 
1, Even before Hoshea’s conspiracy with Egypt there was an Assyrian cam 
Pp 
throne after the 


Samaria. This means that Hoshea took the succession t 





of Tiglath Pileser II in 727 BCE to be an 





tunity to throw off the yoke of vas: 
Shalmane 
reign.\4 Si 
can be ascribed to the lack of royal inscriptions of Shalmaneser V.16 This 





m and that the new Assyrian King 











P is not known from the Assyrian sources. 15 This 

















fact, however, makes historical conclusions uncertain, Isa 14:28-32 probab- 
ly refers to an ant rn the area of the Philistines in 72 
Eg. HA. Brongers, 11k (62; 1. Gray, 1 I Kings, p. 639.6 
‘ er, ZA F ichte, p. 310; H. Goedick 
WZKM 63 (19 4. Mallowan, S Histoire, p. 50; T.A 
B v k 5 man, Bibl 71 
6/25 BCE, The historical 





OLD TESTAMENT SO! 


BCE 
rebel 


been 





ight hav 
ion in Samar 
After the ca 
Hos 
personal name or a geogr 


£727 BCE Hi 














pared with an Egyptian title viz. f 
ly Pi(ankhy) who conspired with H 
to do so under the pressure of ant 


Meanwhi 

















The precise relation be he ca 
capture of Hoshea is the last dé 
as they were taken over by the auth 

In the view of this tradition the fal 

of action an ion; i.e. to t 

reaction with the military pow 

campaigned against Samaria is 

‘onquered the city does not becon 

Both 2 Kgs 17:5-6 and 18:9-11 pr 

events leading to the fall of Samari 

1, ‘The Assyr march i 

7 18:9 mentions Sh 
This inempretation of Isa 








nnection between this revolt and the 
Dec 7 

ith 'S g of E wo is not a 

should, lik oh’ be com 








s probab- 














to assume that he was forced 
Assyria 

a was captured by the Assyrian 

sult of an Assyrian campaign, 

ure of the king and the conquest of th 
‘ at Hoshea would have left the 
\ce-nege s Assyria,21 The 
rom the annals of Israel, at least as far 

2K 4 

Samaria should be imputed to a system 
ed political revolts in Israel and the 
ria, The name of the king who 
V). Whether or not he also 





ronologically ordered picture of 
neser as the Assyrian king who laid 
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siege to Samaria. The name is not apparent in 2 Kgs 17:5. The author of the 





DirH might have left out the name of the king, sine 
$ 17:3. T 
almaneser V was m 


first phase of th 








was already ads to the conclusion that in 


the annals of Ju ed as the king who laid 





This long duration was caused by the 





sive buildin 








Ahab and Omri. 


3. The city was conquered in the third year of the siege. The phrasing of 





jes that the same king who besieged Samaria, was also its 
conqueror. 2 Kgs 18:1 


taken not by the king but by an unspecified 








more vague. According to this text the city was 





Probably the author of 








the second phase of the Dir 1 kne source or tradition that there 








were some problems in ascribing to Shalmaneser V the conquest of the 
4. After the conquest (a part of) the population was carried away into capti 


5. 2Kgs 17:6 dates the fall of Samaria to the ninth year of Hoshea. The author 





of 2 Kings 18 brought the events within the chr y of Hezekiah. Thi 











2 Kings 18 
ginning ¢ jege oshe Hezekiah 
Hoshea 

Capture of Samaria Hosta 9 Hezekiah 6 
Hoshea 9 


The trustworthiness of these dates has been doubte 















on the part of the Deute 
Ni 


he makes a cate 








ument for his opinion, S 








ry mistake. Except when it can be proved that the number 








e part of a deliberate and 















on” of the redactors, the da s can only be considered as 


untrustworthy when they can be falsified by c raneous evidence. That 





means that as long as the numbers g n the Book of Kings coincide with 











Mesopotamian or Egyptian d: ect them. In the 





Samaria within 





next paragraph 1 will try to 








in Samaria and Ashkelon 
ekah and Mitinti were 





ting point, I take the rebellion that broke ¢ 
BCE 
driven from the throne by Hoshea and Rukibti.24 From a recent coll 
Tiglath-Pileser III ND 4301+:Rev12' it appeared 1 new king Hoshea paid 


tribute to his Assyrian overlord in 











during the campaign of Tiglath: 





tion of 





Sa|rrabanu2S This collation is of great 


1¢ Assyrian king besieged Sarrabanu during hi 





campaign in Babylonia in 731 BCE.26 It is possible that paid this tribute 






in 731 BCE to secure the formal recog f This leads to the 
ynchro-nism that the first full regnal year of Hoshea must have been autumn 
32 - autumn 731 BCE 

These observations are relevant for the chronology of Hoshea, The years 





BCE; whi 





Hoshea 7 and 9 are then to be dated i means that the 











fall of Samaria took place in 723 BCE fn the reign of Shalmaneser V, but 
not in his final year 

I will now tum to the chronology f this date for the 

jest of Sami sth of hi g to 2 Kgs 17:1 Hoshea 

became king in the twelfth y z. Supposing that he ascended the 





throne after the revolt in the h year of Achaz must 





years of Achaz were ment of his co-regency 





with J 
Jotham, Ahaz ni 








of Ahaz's death. 
of 


The accession-y 
Ace 2 Kg 
Hoshea ie, autumn 





uggests that 















Hezeki ame cc 
Jones, 1 a p. S45; N. Nata 86 H re, Fealah, 5 
31; R. Borger und H 

















OF SAMARIA 





en the period 
26 - autumn 725), The f 


ixth year, therefore took place in 


spring 725 - sprinj 





1 of 
Samaria, dated in 2 











the period spring f autumn 724 - autumn 723): 
probably in the sums ate fits the above mentioned chro: 
nology of Hi : firmed b he other chronological 
data in 2 Kings 18, 

Kgs 18:13 ment Assyrian military campaign against Jerusalem 
which took place in the fours 2 





th year of Hezekiah, The textual fragment 2 


16 is gener d to be a trustworthy primary source.28 But 





























taken as a starting poi mplicated chronological reason 
the « ion that this source (2 Kgs 18 6 715 oF 
BCE to be the first year of Hezekiah. The fourteenth year of Hezekiah mus 
then have bee BCE, in which year the well known expedition of Sen 
nacherib took place.29 But then we must assume two differing systems of dating 
In my chronological sch ne fourteenth year of Hezeki 
period between spr 1 4 B.C (or autumn 716 
From the inscription: n Il a relatively peaceful campa 
southem Palestine in 71 know is campaign is wrongly dated in 
716 BCE by Tadmor.3! The aim of the campaign seems to be the strengthening 
of the border with Egypt. It is, however, not impossible, that S: H, or hi 
son Sennacherib, whi a high military rank32, went to Jerusalem to secure 
the paying of tribute. In my opinion this transaction is the one referred to in a 

















summary-inscription of Sargon II where he says that it was 
f EF.W " 2 UsMy ef. 
Sgt Annals from i p. 2 Winckler, p.20):94-9: 
See also H. Donner, f " 
Tes not impossibie i N BASOR 974}, pp. 25-39) 
Aviv 6 (1 





He who subjected Jud: 


§ of the verb kandiu ‘to subject’ need not refer to a military cam: 









plex. problems o ns against 
Jenkins 


in 715 BCE 
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deportations by Sargon. In my opinion the de 
17:6b//18:1 1b, liv 


onomistic author of 2 Kgs 


events, was no longer aware of 








the double conquest of Su and consequently con 





ted all of the events and 
attributed them to one ki 


The second correction to the hypothesis of Tadmor h 





lds that the first con 
quest of Samaria did not take place in Shalm 
BCE), but should be dated in 723 BCE 

All my observatic 


neser's fifth year (summer 722 





m Kingdon 





chronology of the final years o 








ive expedition by SI neser V, Hoshea again a vassal 





25 Beginning of the siege of S: 
723 Conquest 





Samaria by Shalmaneser V 


Succession of Sargon II to the th 
Anti-Assyrian coalition in the West 
nl 


mne in Assyria 





20 Campaign by Sa 
Battle at Qarqar 
Annexation of Sai 








ation and 





repopulation of 





Another correction of the 











22BCE =Hoshea Hezekiah 4 = devastation by Shalmaneser V 
20BCE =Hoshea9 =Hezekiah6 = capt 





re of Sargon Il 





His view is provocative, since h three year siege’ of Samaria to 





the theory of a double cc 








many new problen 





Complications are caused by ing back to the acces: 





sion/first year of Hoshea, which 


forward to Hezeki 
he 

Kings, or accept mise 
Which implies, that there is 1 





h should then be 728 BCE and by counting 
urteenth year which would be 712 BCE. Td avoid thi 


I systems within the Book of 








must either a: 








s by a later redactor. In fact he assumes both.3 








istency in his chronological proposal. 


3.6. Anarchaeologica te 


Pileser III, Shalmaneser V and Sargon II have left dir 





ect and indirect traces former territory of the Northem Kin; 





n, Thes 
ons. Here, only 





ices have partly been 



























a short stock-taking is undertak ubject i study wr 
The traces mentioned are diffi we exactly. From the stratigraphy of th 
vations it bec o ¢ second part of the eighth 
century BCE. On the basis written sources it is, for 
instance plausible to ascribe thi area of Gali mie 
of Tiglath Pileser 111.39 How ps and Hallo the violent 
destruction of Stratum VII in She and, consequently, interp 
it as an indication that Shalmaneser d that early in the hill 


country of Sa 








bservat 





J of 





Traces of destruct 




















1. Galilee 

Dan. This city has been conquered, mained inhabited. The acropolis 
kept its cultic function 

Dothan, The Israelite city from Stratum II (eighth century BCE) wa 
destructed. According to Stratum I, the city was reby ing the Assyrian 
period, but has been occupied only for his Stratum Assyrian 
ceramics were found which resembled terial from Kalhu 
Nimrud, Tell el-Far'a North and Samari 

En-Gev. Layers 1-1* in this place are to be dated in h century 
BCE on the basis of the pottery. After that the place was abandoned, but nc 





traces of devastation were found. 
Hazor. In 2 Kgs 15:29 Hazor is 
Tiglath Pileser Il. In Layer V 






a to the West 


the South and the works, the city 





ash and ruins indicating a destructi 
maller, not-def 


of Assyrian defence-structs 





IV shows a much 
century BCE, traces 
B in this Layer 
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traces of an Assyrian fortress from the seventh century BCE were found,42 
Tell Qedesh. An archaeolog 
the Iron Age. Next, objects from the Hellenistic period were found. 
Probably, Tell Qed 

15:29. 

Tell Abu Q 


probably be prefe 





show 





hat this city was occupied in 





be identified with Qedesh mentioned in 2 Kgs 








Ta’annak and M 
in the question of 
yers VIF-IV, Tell Abu Qudeis was 
Iron Age, but next to that the place was abai 





ddo should 








tion of Biblical Q 





occupied in 





long period 
Kinnereth. Th 
cavated. In I 


ace on the shores of Lake Gali 





has only been partly ex 





tury BCE 

















Megiddo. The Israelite occ in Layer IV hth century BCE, has 
been devastated. Layer IIT traces of the rebuilding of the city 
In this Layer two structures were found, who were identified as Assyrian 
administrative buildings.4 

Lower Galilee. On the basis of surveys in th Gal has concluded th 
emptiness of the Lower Galilee from the end of the eighth century BCE 1 
u nning of the F per 





The coastal strip 
Tell Shiqmona, In this city, 1.3 km South 





pe Carmel, "Town C’ wa: 











devastated duri If of the eighth century BCE, The much 
smaller "Town D' was destructed riod later. Consequently, on 
‘ould argue that the destruction of “Town ¢ due to Tiglath Piteser I's 
campaign in 734 BCE, while the devastation of "Town D' could be related 
i to the campaign of Sennacherib in 701 BCE 





Dor. There are traces that a ‘first wall’ was devast 





century BC 
Tell Qasile. The Israelite harb 
inhabited in the eighth century BCE 
the 








mouth of the river Ya 
to Layers VIII and VIL. Al 


he following phase of occupa 














tion of the tell isin 
Tell Kudadi, Thi 


















w ha double layer of fir s indicating to a destru 
Gezer. The city was occupied by the Israelites since 950 BCE, Layer VI 
was destructed during the eighth century BCE. The er V,, first half 
of the seventh century BCE, wa scarcely inhabited. Two Neo 
Assyrian legal documents stem were found in this Layer, most probably in 
e context of an Assyrian admin building 

It is tentative to relate these traces to the n of Tiglath Pileser III in 734 





BCE along the Mediterra 


The hill countr 
Bethel, In Beth 


BCE were recovered, although th altar h 1 restor 








Assyrian peri 
Thirza. This former capital of the Northem Kingdom 
in Tell al-Far'a North. On the basis of the pottery excavated, La 
ald be dat 


























Shechem. Layer VII has violently be ucted in the second part of the 
ighth century BCE. In Layer VI the city was scarcely inhabited. An inscrib- 
d seal from the sixth century BCE has been uncovered with an Hebrew in. 
cription }20.4 
Samaria, In the periods V and VI, middle of the eighth century BCE, some 
chan, ;parations in buildings of the fore uch richer, period 
could be indicated. I I places in the city, period VI is covered with a 
ick layer of ash and ruin.50 It is actually impossible to decide whether this 
layer should be related t maneser V or Sargon Il. The walls of 





Samaria were 1 plished, 
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VII and VIILS! The rebuilding of the city 





ferred to in Sg Il Nimrud 
idence. Most 
n reused in 





prism IV:37, is unce archaeological ¢ 





tain on the basis o 








probably, the remains of the occupation in this period have b 





the Persian period. Ceramics of Assyrian ori been found in thi 





period.52 Four inscriptions in cuneiform character have ben unearthed 
from this period 

The 

campaigns of Shal 

remark 


The 





races of destruction in the 





ll-country of Ephraim could be related to the 





naneser V and/or Sargon II. The special position of Bethel is 








not able to clarify the historical chronologi 
Ho 


indicate the fact that the Assyrian conquest actually took 


‘haeological evidence 








cal problem discussed in this chapte ver, the traces of destruction as such 





The general 





decrease in population and the emptiness of formerly inhabited places should be 








preted as referring to both the loss of man-power as a result of the war 





and a lack of balance in the Assyrian policy of deportation. 
In the next Chapters the consequences of the downfall of Samaria will be dis- 

a (Ch. IV) and the ni 

area (Ch. V). Finally, I will review Assyrian documents on the 

ast Chapter 





used, i.e. the deportation of inhabitants of Sam 














ation of 
province Samerina in the 








R FOUR 


DEPORTATIONS 


The inscriptions 





tion of the inhabitants of Norther 








Sargon I and the Old Testament both mention the 




















deportation an P had long be 1 
by the Hittites, Many Mesopotamian kings too employe trument; 
but only in the period of the re T des 

According to Oded the aim of the Assyria f deportation was 
threefold: political a mic. Politi reak the ant 
Assyrian resistance in the provinces and on f the Empire 
Militarilys t then the Assyrian Econ: ing craft 
men to the central area working class in the 


agricultural areas. In population of Israe 


clear. After 720 BCE 


rina, ‘The political ain 








three factors pla: 


there was no revolt 




















mention Israelites who lived in important agricultural areas (Halah, 
Gozan). In Assyria p Israelites lived as craftsmen in Dur Sharruken 

1 Nimrud. 

The Assyrians practiced the two-way f deportation. The 
partly) depopulated country was repopulated with captives and deportees 
from elsewhere i Assy This was rth 
conquest of Samaria, In a rep J area the Assyrians m 








Cr. B, Oted, Mz reations, pp. 27-29. ta 


3 Yau) v Panamiswwa TI (KAT 

































OF SAMARIA 


ferences betwee 





of the population. Autochtones and 
allochtones had rights and (fiscal) duties.3 From Assyrian sources 





portees could take different social positic 





I will try to find traces of the Israelites in the 
assigned areas. I must 








je to trace a 
former Israelite or his/her ant on the basis of Hebrew-like personal 


names in Assyrian inscriptions. Many personal name 





known from the Old 


Testament are c among other people who spoke West-Sc 









languages. Uncertainty on the ethnographic background of a person is 


always mentioned in the following paragraphs. An Israelite b 






















According 
Halah, which can be 





area of (Yalabhu lying Northeast 
the Assyrian heartland 


In the Assyrian roy 





¢ to a deportati 





which could indicate the 
ent ADD 755 Yalahhu 


ADD 755:2.4). This text contains 





presence of Israelites in & 











ree Westsemitic 
personal names, which were possibly bom by Israelites: Al 
. ki) and Ya-an-n 


a-ga-mu; Ba 
































ise gui cd ew peta | 
king.15 The A king parceled fi ni h func ! 
jionaries and sts of n F he cont the of , 
land, ND 23, it b n le Jal: n agricultural | 









































operated in the food supply for the Assyrian heartlands, They could have 
participated in dullu-dutie 

Kgs 8 n the Habur, the river of Gozan, as an area 
which Israe re ed. The Habur is a branch of the Euphrat 

now cal th North-East S: The ancient city of Gozan 
was loc P of this river.!9 In the report of a mes 
Sen w 1 Hezekiah to give up 

‘stance of Jerusalem, several p mentioned who were 

Sen his p f them is Gozan ( 

T d justify the assumption that Gozan, like Hamath and, 





Arpad, was cong Sennacherib’s immediate pi 

















Assyrian sourc weve jut that the area of Guzana had 
already been part o Assyrian in the second millennium BCE, 2! 
The Assyrian network was enlarged in 895 BCE by Adad-Nirari II, wh 
overthrew the rebellious Aramaic king Abi-Salamu of Bit-Babiani.2! In the 
ninth century BCE Guzana w Assyrian province with an indigenou 
dynasty as becor m the bilingual inscription on the image 

Adad-It‘i from Tell Fekherye.22 1 area the Assyrians had beer 
confronted by s revolts, T onym-calendar shows that Ashur 





Nirari III and 
BCE. 
for Guzana, which 





808 and 759-7: 











Ashur, as become: 
Halaf.24 It is nc 
159-758 BCE 








around Guzana formed in the eighth and seventh centuries 





yrian province Guzana. It was an area which paid tribute to 





the Assyrian homeland in the form of rye, barley and live stock.25 The 
ation of Israelites t 
Sargon II. However, traces ¢ 


and legal documents. 





the inscriptions of 





portation are found in Assyrian letters 


1. ADD 234 = ARU 523 = SAA VI, 34 
A legal di 





ment on the sale of slaves from 709 BCE,26 The list of wit 


























nesses contains West-Semitic names, some of whi sidered to be 
raclite: Pa-ka-ha; Na ja-i and Bi-in-di-gl-r 
Paka: 
Het Kgs 15 
Arun mid BCE 
A 0 BCE 
AI, 65:4 
Ed. by EF 1 and new {the Haat 
n FMF ND 2672 (od. B. Parke 
focuments from Tell Halaf TH with TH 79: cf FM. Fales, ZA 
b i R. Zadok, W s ‘ wit 
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Na-ad-bija-d 
These parallels show y Na-ad-bi-ja- can be considered with 
certainty as an Israelite 
2. ABL 633 +k. 11448 = CT 53, 46 

A letter to king Esarhaddon32 from an unknown correspondent. The ab- 
sence of the usual I rmulae suggests that this letter was part of a 
greater correspondeni nent, b r, forms a unit.33 The letter 
was not written by nor oF ficial writer of Guzana, In view 
of its iti jossible to assume that it was written by the 








Assyrian ‘secret in order to inform the central power, The letter 





mentions rebellious events, which might be identified with the rebellion of 
Sasi in Harran.34 


The letter ¢ 








pens with an enumeration of the names of six men and one 





woman (1-5) who were servant vernor, In the rest of the letter 
their sins and misdeeds are described. 





tion to an older case already k to the king, they had both com 

















d when n 
c Rev9) two people are mentioned both with an Is. 
Harpe ABL 633 w hen on cee ext i 
died by SP r n: FM. Fales, 4/0 27 (1981), 
, P FM. Fales, ¢ 
EM. Fales, 4 F Japp. 118-125.14 
Di " BL 1217-Rev$ of. S. ewer 

















raelite name: Ni-ri-ja-w ‘the inspector of the assets’36 and Pal-ti-ja-u, 
presumably his slave or servant 
Hebre YHWH remiah 
a te B 
Both men functioned as advisors of the governor, who wanted to appoint a 
new saknu f Nérijahu and P u in th n is no 








clear, no mot 
letter it b 
dership of a certain A 


i its political implications. From the continuation in the 














trust the current official A : 








smewhat damaged, it is 1 








involved in a political intri 
The next paragraph 




















absence of Aisur-zér-ib a coup d'état 
The writer of this let s that all these f » hi 
knowled, diation of pUfal-bi-sa wSa-mir-i-na-a-a and of 
Ed, by P. Bordreul et A. Lemain 
E.h 7 
a. P. Bort L 








4 reads the first name plal: 



























pBar-ur-ri 


du(?), and o However -bi-sié is clearly to be 








ilation of deportes, 








ir ethnological roots. 





In sixteen Assyrian and 








the Guzana area from ¢ 4 648-612 BCE47 Westsemitic personal 











names were in use. This is an in presence of dep 























and of the survival of the indigenous Aramaic onomasticon, Israelite 
deportes are mention: wo text 
TH 

10n t day of the month Kislev 2Bélbarak Son ¢ 

must bring 3Da, Da-a-a-na) “(and her) to Usi*(PU-si 

he does not bring the woman (and) has not given (her), then Bél 

barakki 7must give to Usi' “three pounds of silv 

8-16(Colophon and witnesses} 
Da-a-a-na is a Westsemitic personal nam 

Heb a Gen 30:21; 34; 45:25 

From the context in TH 111 — she wife of Usti — it can be con: 











t isa cui pom Hosheas9 





TH 102. Th 
(Rev4). T 





¢ loan of money and barley refers to la-a- 





but might as well be Aramaic.50 


4. Brussels archive 








4-u on a clay tablet in the 





These data point at the presence xelites on the banks of the Habur 





Halaf reveal the importance of the area for th Besides, 





there existed estates of the Crown in the vi deportes from 





Northern Israel wer 





to work on estates so that the food 
nate. The letter ABL 167 = SAA I 


upply to Assyria proper wou 





w 











Guzana remained an Assyrian province until 612 BCE, After the fall 





the Assyrian Empire th ime a Babylonian colony i 


e Neo-Babylonian judicial documents TH 





Guzana as becon fi 


44, The 








In what is now called Iran, there existed 





Sargon Il dif 
states or confederations of states: Manna, Media, Ellipi and E 





These 





countries could rise to power as a result of th 
of Urartu in the North. The Medes were 


ancient Persians, who used to speak an Ind 











opacan language. They are 






TH B. Maister, BIES'15 (1949/30), pp. 83-85: 
A. Unga, in: Tell Hi ¥ - A. Booga 
Reflections on R. Zadok, Jew 














Adad V.54 From the inscription 
clear that the Medes 
eighth century BCE 
Tiglath Pileser IIL 
BCES®, He occupied 
Media. The con: 
proces that took 





t achieve the status of a single state during the 








mpaigned twice in the area: in and in 7: 








s of the area and deported people from and te 


of Assyrian power in Media was a historical 


ign of Sargon II, He campaigned 








several times in A punitive expedition 
kka was undertaken in 719 BCE 
pro-Assyrian vassal king Iranzu of Manna, 








BCE Sargon marched again to the territory of Manna, which 
was North of Media. His a 
After 


torious against other kings.59 In 


was the submission of the rebellious vassal 
nuS8, Sargon Il is vic 


conquest of the city 





a of Ullusui 









Harhar it is mentioned, that 





Assyrian king brought people from area: 


conquered by him ty.60 The Iran-stela lacks thi 











later time, ice ¢ writing of the Iran-stela and the 














 Shamshi-A wm DD. Lack AB ILS 
ri ~ 3 TH Black Obelisk (ed, AH, Layard, 
h ‘ Diakonoff, Cit 14. E. Michel, Wd 
Syria Mas 
TP An Rost, p M. Weippert, ZDPY 89 (1973), p LM. 
rected h MW. 6-53; LM, Diskonotf 
Spi as 1. Winkler, p. § Ac 8)/58-65; Sg 1 Iran-stel 
tLDL p. 4-36) 

” als (ed. H. Winck AG. Lie, p. 14):85-89, See also the 

M. Diakonol, Cites of the Medes, pp. 16 











U1 Annals (ed. H.W 6 fe. AG. Lie, pp, 14-16):89-100; Se IT 
tran-sela ed. LE . 1124-46; Sg HI Prism VA 8424 (ed, EF 
Weidner, ‘ Sp Il ‘Nineveh-prism (ed. H. Winckler, Sarg 

1, F145) Ut 

Se Ml Am H. Winckler, pp. 14-1 3. Lie, pp. 14-16):97-98 





date of the final r in the Annals from 


28 








Borsabad on the e jeads 
of Median city-states paid 
paign in 716 BCE the Assy 
De 
ortation of Medes. This is not in 


result of the cam 
Media 
tations to Media ntioned, but the texts are 








jlent about the de ssible, howeve 








view of the Assyrian system of "two ways deportations”. Na'aman and 


Zadok 
Jemmeh in the South of Judah as t 





erpreted some Indo-European names on tracon from Tell 


of Median deportees to Palestine.63 















Sargon II campaigned against Urartu in 714 BCE. During elimi: 
y stage he marched through the territory of Manna and Media where 
ral kings paid tribute to him.64 

Assyrian parched to Media once more in 713 BCE. The 
immediate cause was i rebellion in Southern Ellip Dalta, a vassal of 

Assyria, a d e by anti-Assyrian rebels, The As 

syrian armys a back on his throne.66 The in: 






criptions me 45 kings of the 





Medes paid tribute to Assyria; probabl their dependen- 























67 It is not clear whether the p by military 
actions. The growing number of sovereig 
indication of the incr f Assyrian i 
not mention di ion fi 
But they are mentioned in the so-call 
inscription from the final days of 1 
chronologically, but in a geograph 
Assyrian king are re J. Amon 
seit 4. HW a x 
It Letter to th dF. Thuren z Ww. Mi 
robably without the ki a: RIA Th k 
a as (ed. H. Winck A Nineveh 
i mn P Se Ml Nim 
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of Karalla, Shurda, Kishishim, Harhar, Media and Ellipi is mentioned. The 
of Hattu = Syria 


ned.68 In view of the Genre of the stela no 


stela records that Sargon II deported people from the li 





nd Palestine to the areas men 





conclusion can be 


n the date of this deportation. In view of the 








campaign of Sargon 
in 716 BCE. As appears from 2 Kgs 17:6 there may have been Israelites 
under the deportees. The 
Te 
Sargon Il. The 
quently it took 





ove it is most probable that it took place 








cities of the Medes" referred to in the Old 





ment might have been some of the city-states which paid tribute to 





ion from Israel should be dated in 720 BCE. Conse 


the d 








In the "cities of the Medes” the Israelite dep ht have been set 





to the task to "strenghten the eastem (...) borders of the empire and protect 
them against invasi 

A few Neo-Assyrian lette 
e.g. ABL 94, 1 


53. In these 








rder areas of Media, 
SAA V, 126 and 251 = SAA V 


ces of Westsemitic deportees, Maybe 








there is a trace of an Israelite in a seal 





uncertain provenanc ght in 
hn Persia.70 The inscription of the seal, now in the Bibliothéque Nationale in 


Paris, can be dated to th ry BCE 














ft: The script is Israelite, the personal names have Westsemitic paraillels 





T s such is not attested Bordreuit 





a - md ef, MTIob 






































AW There ex 
¥ ma 8 , 
The region of Media was not a permanent part of the Assyrian Empire 
Time and again there were rebellions leading finally . 
612 BCE the Medes were fighting under Scythian leadership but 























The he whole of its existen Assyrian army constantly 
uf a lack of new to compensate for its losses 
or for its ever growing territory tc rolled. Soldi fficers 
were recruited fr arts and peoples of the Empire. Moreover 
oldiers and equipment c ssal-states were incorporated 
into the Assyrian i . ase af fall of 





f texts which can 
f the Assyrian 
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Northern Israelite and their ability 





8 mmanders of th 





to use Nubian horse: 





Samaritan ¢ 











16 plb-ba-da-la-a Da-la-PAP 
17 pla-wga-a A-tam-ru 

18 pPAP(?)-ider Ab-di-mil-ku 

19 PENBAD Na-ar-me-na: 

0. PGab-t Sa-ma 

1 [pIPAPid-r Ba-bi-e 

22 pPAP-i-ti AP(gimir Sa-miri-ni 


The Samaritan cohort according to lin f Nebu-belu 

















ukin", can be seen as the remnant of the les captured by 
Sargon 11.86 According to the editors all personal names in this fragment 
are Westsemitic. Th nust be modif 
‘wo of the names are Israel 
Jawgaa ‘TXT "YHWHisex: 
. (CTN IM 
One name has a typical Canaanite background: 
Ab-di-mil-ku 
Hi yoo se Isa 38 
Dall 47 (198 
ND 10002 i:16-23 // NE NIN 
S, Dal IN F rer R F 
pla, Samar EM. Fal 
































KAI 
we ADD 1040: : epor 
Ar KAI2532 (Hi 
Some names seem to be Westsemitic 
Hi 
e king” mentioned i 
Neo-As : 
ws. 2 
Ba-bi-e 
me names a n Assyrian or Babylonian: 
A-tam-ru 
PAP(ABi) 
EN.BAD(Bél-dur 
The name Na-ar-me-na-a is difficult ti ret. Maybe it contains the 
For the P B 
B 
R. Zadok, 8 
Rt N 1 
k No. 35 CE, AR asman, Le 
uments, Ne BCE), ARU 5S4 = Th. Kwasman, uments, No. 
ortee.S. Dl 5).p thinks he was 














the unknown 





The Samaritan cohort is to be 








brigades captured by Sargon II. Som 
Northern Israel. It i 


may be deportees 





fro 








markable that the fall of 
Samaria this cohort had an international character. In my opinion, this it 
another indication of the Assyrian policy of mixing up deportes 





different peo bellion. Eph‘al, 





hort for the itary cohort, He 


interprets this fact as an indication for'a meaning of ‘Samarian’ as ‘peop! 
of foreign or 





in who were transferred province of San 









well as their descendants’, yet li the boundaries of the area 
The ment of the t s this interpret onvincin 
ince there was e pring ns to the province of 
Samirina (after 720 B tum some of them or their 
descendants to the Ai d 
3. ABL 1009:Rev3-4 

This Assyrian letter from the period after Sargon 1197 contains thi 


enumeration of an army-unit. This unit also had an intemational character 





Rev3 Sa-mir 








As appears from the detemin broken part of the inscription 
there were the person inducted into the Assyrian army 
nd p Frank 





4. ADD 234 = ARU 523 = SAA VI. 














holds the positi H AMES = mul é ot-driver 
without arg Dori 
The 
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This position was probably equ a WOKIR,DIB.AN.SE.KUR.RA. 
MES = kartap w sec command on an Assyrian 
chariot.10 

5. Rab-Shage 

T Zadok th at the Assyrian officer 

during the f Jerusalem was able to indication 
that he was a deported Israelite who had Assyrian 
army, This assumption is difficult to test since the name of the officer is 





unknown, Besides, it is quite possible that the Assyrians I 


ned other 











ons of diplomas 


6, ND 2803:Oby II 2 








According to Weip this text mentions the presence of Israelites in 
the Assyrian army. From the context, however, it becomes clear that th 
text describe s of tribute in natura. 

4.6. Cities in the Assyrian Mai 















In the Nimrud IV:35-36 Sarge onts that he ht deportes 
from Samaria ina ge Aggur ‘to the mainland of Assyria’. Halah, 
Gozan at the banks of the Habur and th f the Medes can hardly be 
localized in the mainlai Assyria. Therefore it is probable that at least 
some of the exiled f m Kingdom were brought into areas in 
the centre Assyrian E where Sargon Il could have used them as 
craftsmen and artisan umption can be supported by th 
presence of Israelites in some cities ria proper. 


















DEPORTATIONS 7) 
For the building of his ostentatiou: ¢ at Dur SI 
tal. 106 Besid r the royal inscriptic 
ference to this in s mini te Among the craftsmen 
there might have b me r ves of tees. Clear indica 
tions to this, how are lacki 





2. Kalhu = Nimru 


























In Kalhu/Nimrud P fi 
Annals of Sargon II report that, after his victory ove 
Sargon II deported from this kingdom 
Euphrates to Kal A deportation « 
in Assyrian inscriptions. Ho aces of 
Jeportees are demon 
4.6.2.1. ND 1015¢ 
Nimrud ai F ith a 7 ient Heby pt 
as excavated 
Remarks on the t 
d, H.Winck 
ABL At ees ADL A aL 
7 st aE AB 
ct H T E M 
CEB, Oded, 
442 (ed. B, Pa 
Ed RM 7 . eat . 































ription are rather unclear, the finding in 
iving in Kalhu/Nimrud 
ate of the inscription i 


Although the conte 
itself indicates thi 






were Israelite 
BCE. The d 
inscription relatively early: Cross and Herr in 








problematical. Som 
the first part of the 
With such an early 
the booty tal 
the inscription, however, resembles most the ostraca from Tell Qasile!14 
should 


he question of whether th 





ntury BCE and Gibson circa 750 BCE.1 





.d that the ivory plate was part of 


ns after the fall of Samaria.!13 The script of 








and the inscription nnnel of Siloam.115 These inscription 


century BCE 
from Nimrud was written in Israel — and 





be dated at the end of the ¢ 





taken as booty — or during the Assyrian exile cannot be answered. 


ion in Old Hebrew script on an animal 





cavated. Millard reads the text as Wot and interpret 








Sars 





An interesti s mrud on a potsherd 


which was inscribed on both sides in differing Aramaic scripts: 
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Remarks on the t 

The ostracon contains two lists of Westsemitic personal names. Although 
Aramai rs0ns Ii ext are not Aramaeans since 
173 ral an the A 72 “son” is used. According 
to Segal and V pstracon icians and Israelites.!20 Albright 
considers the text to be a Ii main mm Northern Israel 
The presence of som r nes is explai inti 

ran WAI 

Albright, BA B.Se 5 














#2 FALLC 






to the aboriginal Canaanit 





n of Northern Israel.12! Bordreuil 











pointed out that ten of the twenty-one personal names in the Nimrud: 
ostracon do have Ammonite onomasticon,122 Over and 
above that he relate on in the Nimrud-ostracon many 
names hav ‘sx with the fact that in the Ammonite 








‘onomasticon this nant. His conclusion is that 





the Nimrud-ostracon is a list 





nes of deportes from Northem 






Israel as well as from the T n areas, Naveh carried the 








scholarly op 
in the inscript 
came to Kalhu/Nimrud as de 


Recently I have argued 1 


jon a step further by surmising that all the persons mentioned 














Ammonites.124 Naveh, Jackson and Israel presupposed that the text list 





persons from one people or one country. They overlooked, however, an 








important principle in the Assyrian polit 





of deportation. One of the 
targets of the Assyrians was to mix up conquered peoples in order to avoid 


new rebellions.125 In my article I listed a series of nts and parallels 





to the names in the Nimrud-ostracon f Ugaritic, Phoenician, Punic 





Hebrew, Ammonite, M and Aramaic onomasticon.126 The 


only conclusions which all the parallels is that the list in 





its entirety cannot bx people or one language. The text 


can not be interpreted 





only-Isruelite, The inscri 





contains a list of men Westsemitic peoples. If they were 


deportes 








n of the Assyria 








The purpose of listin 





revealed by the location of the p 





sherd. Dalley pointed to th it was excavated in the buildin, 








28 Maybe ND 6231 i 
Assyr 


the cavalry and 
a list of sc a The 
in which ND 6231 was ex 1.129 That 
supports the assumption that the people listed in the Nimrud-ostracon might 




















have served as foragers in the Assyrian army 





4.6.2.4. ND 10304 
A mytholo Kalhu/Nimrud, 

It is the companion to the piece inscribed with kos. On the backside the 

per 

name occurs in Westsemitic lan; 











The personal 





. KAI 189):4:7; Ostraca from Samar 




















On the basis of the ancii mpossible that 
Elisha — probably 1 rin was an 
Israelite deporte 
4.6.2.5. Admin texts 
In some administra xts from Kalhu/Nimrud Israelite or probably 
CEB. Seal 9 (1957) p 
Edited by A.R. Millar. 1 6 MEL. Matlowan 
F ‘ a 

















ai 


sraelite p 






Difficult 








Ll me of Whom are ill and 
He 

Uicil-q is probably a list of the distri 
Hi 

Ui-il-gi-ja men 6; 1V:4), a short from of 
Heb - 


Me-na-bi-m mntract. 14 
Mu-nu-ub-bi-ma P 

Mi-i-nu-bi-m ract for th of 
Mi-nu-uh-bi-ma nesses in a contract for the sale 








4.6.2.6, Nimrud 
Ti homa:Sesteiotion 


avated at Kalhu/ 








EA. K, Jane H 
Ed. S.A. ¢ 








h century BCE ex 
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In addition to these Israelite names ther 
Nim-rud bronzes which have, however 





the corridor between rooms V 











Egyptian king: ‘wbnw-Re, Lenorm 





Hebrew 7 Rawlinson believe 





ad found the name of an 
Bamett equals ‘whnw-R’ 


ading the anti-Assyrian 


Assyrian king there, but gives no 





with Jau-bi'di, the king of Hamath who wa: 
rebellion in 720 BCE 
Hit 






refers to the interchangability and /r/ in the 
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4.6.3. Nineveh 


Sennacherib, Westsemitic personal 


f Northen, 











names are found, som 
Israelite deportees or their desc 
for the loan of 











pMab-sivia-a-ti ne of five witnesses to a contrac 
y from 681 BCE 
i 
f H2 
PAP-ia-ti This Abu-jaha is an interesting text 
which I give b 
of their seal]s 1 r 
f Zaku, fi ff Dukur-ili, owners (s) of th 





released Mannu-ki-Arbail, son of 


om Dukur-il 








4-7 Babianu hi 


















Ahu-jahu, 
8 is paid com 
9-10 Any revocation, lav g]ation is void. 
10-12, Whoever, at a in the fulture, lodges a complaint shall 
pay [x 
The man is real 
14 [(Guarantee) against a k] of epilepsy for 100 days (and 
against) crime forev 
At RU 254= Th. Kwa mts, N SAA VI 
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27 (seven witnesses, . 100 BCE], sc 4 
Ahi-jahu's son Mannu-ki-Arbail was apparently redeemed from guilt: 
slavery by Babianu. Mannu-ki-Arbail is a common Neo-Assyrian name.16 
This name-giving is an early trace of the process of assimilation in the 
Assyrian ex 
DINGIRIa-a-tl sin a contract of sale from the late Neo 
Assyrian period, which informs about the si 





of Elijah, to Akullanu, the 











ptain of the Assyrian crown p f those 
A-zarg-ia-d in dated text, Aza position of a ldgur 

ba keep » was a high-ranking official in 
Mi-na-bi-n a contract with readab 

Mer maids to the 

From the Aramaic inscription in th 

ne might conclude that this Menahem had Aramaic 

ots, but ic script may also indica 





Us ina 
3 pl s 

UE on 

Li ° 





Deeds of E 


Arad-Isi 


Hoshea bein 


ADE AR 
HR 466= A 
ADD 70 = ARL 
SAA V1.2: 









































4.6.4 


Unknown 





In the British Mus 


with an inscript 


in London th 
Aramaic script from the end of the eighth or the 
century BCE 





is a seal of unknown provenance 





beginning of th 














The personal names indicate an Israelite background. 
7m 'YHWH is watchful 
Hi moon 1¢ 6 
Hebr an L 
From the Persian period, Judacan seal-impression in Aramaic script are 
known,!79 However, the script of this particular seal does not permit a post: 
xilic Therefore Herr bears in min possibility that this seal bel: 





onged to a deporte from Northem Israel who stayed somewhere in 
ved th 





Assyria, Against this view it ca 








a) the provenance of the seal is uncert at 
) if an Is ote the position to have his own seal, he 
would pro mai with an Ancient Hebrew inscription 





4.7. Three per 


At the end of this survey I 
argued that the 





DEPOR’ 





1. Nagi’a 





The mother of Asarha 





> was a wife of Se 
her Assyri 


ad a West 


with the same 





semitic name: {Na-qi-'-a in addition t 








meaning: 'Zakiitu. She pl Assyrian court for 





De Liagre Bohl considered her to be an I 





lite princess.181 Others 
a Wests 
kground more 


suggests an Aramaic!82 or — more cautiou 





tic. back 








ground.183 However, it is not possible to tr 





precisely. The perso-nal name | neither in the Old Testament 





























nor in Westsemitic inscrip-tions. In Hebrew an adjective ‘pap is known 
and in Aramaic the noun ™p2 “purification”.184 From a contract for th 
lease of land from 674 BCE the name of her sister is known: fAD-ra-n 
Abi-rdmi.\85 This name, however, is common Westsemitic and does not 
help in identifiing precisely the ethnographic background of Naqi’a. 
Abiran 
Heb N k 
ws: “AD SAA VI . 1 
CIN IIL 
Gebete AAIV, No. 1K x ADD 645 = A 
he collection of Neo-A\ I & 4310 V MW 
Prophetion, pp ‘ R 
FMT. de L 
P. Garell, A 
ADD 70= ARU 115=Th. Kw uments, N 

















=art ia 
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ty shows that escent of Naqi’a/Zal 








can neithe 





be excluded nor prov 





2. Nahum 
Van der Woudk 





nsiders the book of the prophet Nahum to be a letter 
from Northe 


letter to Judah and Jerusalem during of the uprising of Shamash-shumu: 





inion a deg 





n Israel wrote thi 





ukin against his you 





er brother king Assurbanipal.188 This provocative in 
terpretation has not been adopted by other scholars!89 and does not reckon 
with the fact that the b 





of Nahum is not written in the literary form of a 


The ust 





3, Tobith 
In Tob 1 


times of Shalmaneser is mentioned. However, the book of Tobith has been 





fa pious Jew from the tribe of Naftali in the 


written that late that information of th J can be considered as reliabl 





Besides, the author of the book of Tobith has assimilated all kinds of 








ditions as literary motifs in his reworking of the Ahiqar-legend 


It is very unlikely that he drew on independent traditions fr As. 











According to the au f 2 Kgs 17:6 and 18:11, Israelites were carried 





away into exile to Halah, Gozan on the banks of the Habur and to the cities 





of the Medes. The search for traces of this Assyrian exile confirmed thi 


report. There are © bt its historicity. From the 








lites were incorporated into the 





Assyrian army and 1 were brought to cities in 





ude this chapter with a few remarks. 








On re Assy former Isr 
their children names with YHWH as a theop 








ment. But there ar 





nto the Assyrian culture an 





to its religion. 











bout 50 persons surveyed above ix very 








the inscripti However, not everyone in the Assyrian 


mpire was in d be mentioned by name in an 
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jow number of 





Assyrian inscription. On the othe 





I 
assimilition to ¢ 


d back might be a 





lite deportes tion of the process of 
surmised that during thi 


n non-YHWH-ist 


ulture of Assyria. I 








process parents increasingly gave th 
Assyrian 

On 
that, althou 





Jence collected it might be concluded 





social position. From the evi 











ained important positions in the 





Assyrian army ai position to appear as witnesses in 





Although the 
d had 








of the Assyrian exile is a 





























REPOPULATION 


Sl. 2 Kings 17:24 





The Old Testams the repopulation on behalf of the Assyrian king 


f the Assyrian province of Samerina with exiles from Babylon, Kutha, 














Avva, Hamath a arvaim. Ac ‘Oded such a repopulation of 
an Assyrian province had as its goal "to ensure economic stability, to 
provide and increase reliable sources of food an rich the stat 
treasuries".1 In addition, the rep o area had as its 
military-political reinforcement of border of the 











carried to Samerina. I am also curiou: F even more 





5.1.1, Babylon 
After the death of Shalmaneser V, who was both king of Assyria and 
Babylonia, Merodach-Baladan exploited the int 





confronted Sargon II. He conquered 1 an throne. According to 





of the Assyrian God 





the inscriptions of Sargon, this was agai 





Ne 1 half 





the opportunity 














to wage war against Babylonia namely in his pala 12, 13 and 15, which 
were 710, 709 and 707 BCE. The discrepancies in the reports on these 
mpaigns in the annals of Sargon I, in abylonian Chronicle and in 














the Eponym-cal been solved satisf r Spek in 
the following recor f 
1OBCE pal Campaign a 
s Il conqui 
vestiture on the Babylonian thron 
B. Oded, 
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cipation in the akitu-festival. 


Merodach-Baladan withdraws to Dir-J 














Dar-Jakin not leading to a conquest. 
fe of Merodach-Baladan is spared after 








Jach-Baladan allegedly broke the 


Dar-Jakin was besieged by the Assyrian 











from Babylon 





TAS 








finitively © 
antime, Men 


ands of southem Babylonia 





»dach-Baladan fled to the 





Babylonia from 707 BCE. Babyl 
Baladan, were redeemed, 





jous king were carried away into exi 


tion th 





report. It mentions the deportation 
n cities without indicating the 





ome of them were taken to Samerina, 








anacherib punished Babylonians with 





‘ording to Ezra 4:1-2, Babylonians were 





pe reign of Esarhaddon,? The report in Ezra 

































nian inscriptions. 


Kgs 17:24 is a collective noun 





to be located in Babylonia. 





The king of Assyria broug 
m Kutha, Avva, Hamath and Sephar 
ion is based on 2 Kgs 17:29-31 














t phrase Baby 


REPOPULATION ¢ 






is not to be construed as a collective noun but ha 





of a specific 








town. Besides, the precise location of Sepharv Babylonia is not 





without doubt, 

In conclusion it can be said that the report in 2 Kgs ot be 
ns. If one regards Sargon Il 
109 oF 70° 








reconciled with data from Assy 
as the deporting kin 
BCE. Anyhow, the repop 
the fall of Samaria 


an inscriptic 





ould be dated 








lation took place no s rs afte 





than ten 





5.1.2. Kutha 
Kutha is now 7 
center of the cult of Nerg 





m, Northeast of Babylon.9 This city was a 








Sargon II, but occurs in some 





nowhere in the inscriptions ters from 
his reign: 
ABL 1071:6.Revs.7, a 


ND 2452:22 and ND 














transport of cereals and the maintenance 
aI 
that Kutha had to pay tribute tc 


both to be dated to the reign of S 








From ND 2623 it becomes clea 





The conclusion that this payment was the result of the conquest of th 





by Sargon II, w 





by that time might have exiled part of the population, 








is premature, since it cannot be confirmed by the Annals. Furthermore 





Tiglath Pileser If had incorporated Kutha — together with some other 





Babylonian cities — into his empire. It can be assumed that Kutha was 











tributary from that time onward: 
A conquest of Kutha acc y om 703 
BCE. Sennacherib undertook his ‘firs i against Mero: 
dach-Baladan who was again in rebellion. cities Kutha was con: 
ered after a siege and the population was carried away into exile. Th 

















place of the ot ned.14 Maybe some of them wen 
brought to Samerin: 
CF, DO, Bdvard -M.¢ RIA V1, kk. 3 
CFE von Weiter, N 6 06; 2K 
Ed. by H.W.F. Saggs, Frag 18 (1956), PI. XI and pp. $0.5 ; 
) TPA Tontafel (od. 6:1 4 
«Senn Annals (ed. D.D. Luckenbill, A p. 25):41 and (pp.49-S1):15-26. Cf. LD. 


vine, JCS 34 (1982), PP. 29-40, 





























2 Kgs 18:34; 19:12 and Isa 
wva was considered to be a location in Syria. !5 
f an Elamite city cama.16 Following G.R. Driver, Zadok 
a should be idem 









ed with 9A-ma-a a city near the Uqnu 
This city is mentioned once in the An 


Il, namely in the report on the c 


als of Sargon 








ie campaign of 709 BCE in the phase that 
preceded the battle with Merodach-Baladan. While the king stayed in the 
Northern city of Dir-Naba, several cities were conquered in the area 








y operation was presumably 





to prevent the Elamite ki 





g Shutruk-Nabbunte helping Merodach-Baladan. 





wA-ma-a is one of the cities whe 








In the repo 





on his ‘first camp: 





Sennacherib mentions the conquest 





of 33 cities in the Bit-Dakkuri, which is the same vicinity as 
Annals a city called ureffa-ti-a-e is men 





ea around the Ugnu-river. In 





tioned.9 Probably this city is identical with vvA-ma-a written in the more 


indigenous Ai n the Old Testament 








This assumpt pe supported by an observation of Zadok th 





later document 





m Nippur the placename is written uniA-1i-a20 A 


3 





deportation is 1 
Kgs 1 
Babylonian city 





referred to in the annals of Sennacherib, Consequently 2 








night refer to the 
A-ma 


portation by Sargon Il of inhabitants of the 





























5.1.4, Hamath 
rally been accepted that Hamath in 
Neo-Hittite/Aramaic city of Ha 


8.22 Against this not entirely unreasonable assumption important 





an be ide 





tified with the well-k 
Oo 





on the 








1) Hamath and Sar ion of 720 BCE, It 


Assyrians to 























Assyrian inscriptions point inhabitants of th Hittite 
Hamath pecially soldie were exiled to the heartland of 
Assyria 

Therefore it seems better not to equate Hamat e Syro-Hittite city 

but to think in terms of another Hamat ity somewhere in 








Babylonia.24 The annals of Sargon mention in th ext as UVA-ma 
aacity called swA-ma-ru.25 This place in the of the Ugnu-river wai 











he city Amaru was conquered again by Sennacherib on his ‘first cam: 
aign'.26 Since Sennacherib did not exile people from Amatu it can be as 
sumed that 2 Kgs 17:24 refers to a deportation in the reign of Sargon Il 





5.1.5. Sepharvaim 
The place called Sepharvaim (2 Kg 


19:13; Isa 36:19; 














37:13) has been equated with Sibraim, which Ezek 47:16 was 
located in Syria.27 Sibraim has been ident ba-ra-"-in (Bab 
J. McKay, & AK. Jen P 
» H. Winct 102-104 Se. Tran stla (od 
B. Oded, M ns. pp. 6A N. Na R. Zadok, JCS 4 
Sef Annals (ed, Winckler, p. 46)-274 = (ed. Lie, p. 5 
Senn Annals (ed. D.D. Luckenbill, Annats, p. $2)37: forthe h wide 
his campaign see L.D.L 2 
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As noted above, this line in the Babylonian Chronicle has to 
ma-ra-'-in.28 This observation, howe 
an equation Sibraim 


eS not mean that 








= Sepharvaim is impossible. 





s from 
13. This 
f Merodach 


Driver wanted to identify Sepharvaim with Sippar.29 The an 





Borsa-bad mention a conquest of Sippar by Sargon II in pall 








st be seen as an act of liberation from the yoke 





conquest 
Baladan,20 
Zadok localizes Sepharv 


identical with uuSé-pi-ra-i-ni. This placen 





a in Babylonia. For him the place is probably 








e occurs in the Murashu ar 





chives from Nippur.31 The sam 
Sennacherib, 
report s place is mentioned as one of the con 
quered cities in the area of Bit-Amukkani. It is know 
TIL had carried away inhabitants of Bit-An 


place is also known from the annals of 





put then in o-Assyrian spelling: wS4-par-ri-e.32 In the 





the ‘fir 








hat Tiglath Pileser 





ukkani to Assyria.33 From the 
annals from Yorsabad it becomes clear that the inhabitants of Bit 
Amukkani paid tribute to Sarg i 12 = 710 BCE. During the 
reign of Sargon II a deportation is 1 ioned. In the area of Bit 









Amukkani, Aramaic tribe 
The problem of loca 


background of 





d been settled from ancient ti 
ig Sepharv fr 











inked to the question of the 








ship 








d by the deportes from Seph 


























bor7K and 7022 "the Sepharvites burned their children in the fire to 
Adrammelech and Anammelech (2 K; 31 
ite name with the elements Anu(m) or An and 
Gray, 01K 
H. Tah above Chap 
% SpIl Annals (ed. Winckler, p. $8-60):359-360 Display 
inseription (ed. H. Winck Sp UN tra \6 
4}, p. 186) V 5 a TH 
TP I Plate inscrp Rost, p. 44): 11-12; TP Ill Tontafel (ed. Rost, p.60):25; Bab 
Chron I (ed. AKC hronicles)4:21; KAI 23%:15; ef. B. Oded, Mats deportations 








Amukkani was an 
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the Westsemitic Melek/Moloch. Anu(m! e interprete 


Mesopotamian God of heaven. But it is more probable to relat 





as the 


it with the 
Phoenician masculine counterpart of Anat: An.36 Gray assumes that there 








was syncretism in the religion of the Sepharvites.37 In view of this 


composite deity can 





syncretism the local background of 
tablished. It has b 

As early 
should be reat 





ot be e 


oked for from Southem Babylonia3s to Phoenic 





the ni 





teenth century, it was pr 





ased that “adadm 





lek 





instead of ‘adrammelek edly linked the nam 
H)Adad/Addu and/or to the 
enigmatic deity Adad-Milki,4! Adad-Milki can be a theophoric element in 


Neo-Assyrian personal names.42 





to the Aramaic/ Westsemitic storm-g 





occurence in Neo-Assyrian legal 
documents is disputed.43 His character as a deity who demands the buming 








t established. Since the versiones antiquae do not support 








the proposed chan; 





and in view of the fact that it does not solve the 
ik. Mor 
up of oriental 


problem there is no argument to change of 








the critical apparatus of BHK to the tradition of a 


anuscripts reading ‘adarmelek which is an ep 








i" oF the like, ‘The root “Fx occurs in Phoenician and Hebrew 
and means in both languages: "to be high, exalted, migh 
WH is said 10 be 7 





‘exalted ki 








Ugaritic ‘fr. In the Old Testament Y 





“exalted, 
mighty".44 The root 77% occurs in Ph 
















(KAI 9:8 5, circa $00 BCE) and known f 
inscriptions (KAL 112:2: 115:2; 138: 
Baldi in Latin inscriptions a (CL 
*m In Mane P de € 5-16, whose son was 
In the personal name 32 “son of An in 3 th century BCE) inscription from the 
[Lebanon KAI 22 Rev; f.J. Day, ME ret 
J. Gray, 110K 4 
GAR. Dever, £5 (1958), p. 19%: R. Zadok, JA ‘ pp 115-11 
S.A. Kaufman, JES 
© Forte first time by P. Jensen, ZA 13 (1898) p. 333n 
On Adad-Milki see now J. Day, Molech, pp. 41-46 
© Cf, K. Deller, Or NS 34 (1965), pp. 382-386; M. Weinfeld, UF 4 (1972), pp. 144-145: R 
© Negative: $.A. Kautmat 8). pp. 1 
itive: K. Deller, Or 82-386. M. W ae " 
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a (fourth century BCE)'6 





nician background of the deity 






Ad 





nelech/Adi 
In connection with 





mmel 
marks on the background of Anammelech the 


location of Se m in Phoenic 





phar 





is more probable than in Southern 





Babylonia. However, two reservations must be n 





le. First, a Phoenician 
Sepharvaim is unknown, Second, Assyr 
cians, but — as fi 


of Samerina.47 The i 





place-name resemblin 





s kings 





have deported Phoe 





s is known — not to Israel or the 









Sepharvaim is still, therefore 








of the Assyrian leter ABL. 1091 the 





he personal name in 2 Kgs 19:3 





5.1.6. Conclusions 


F 


Southe rkable fact that in addition to larger 
cities such as Babylon and Kutha smaller localities are also mentioned. Data 





ur of the five cities mentioned in 2 Kgs 17:24 can be loca 


n Babylonia.49 It is a re 








relating to the areas of provenance would have come to the authors of the 
Book of Kings orally from the depo 





es or their descendants. The survey 


confirms for the 





part the reliability of such data in the Book of 





5.2, Arab tribe 


In the anal: 








4 On acoin ed. GF.Hi £40, 9.96 =F ni, Augustinianum 11 (1971), pp. 18 
TiglathPileser II exiled Phoe én Simira and Ushnw to Utluba 
on the upper reaches ofthe Tigris: S a caried away inhabitants o 

 S. Parpola, Murderer, pp. 171-182 

* si the view of R. Zadok, JA 81976 3.126; Idem, iO 
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to Samerina 











120 Ji \6{I-ba 

121 ma-{n akurAr-ba-a ru-icqu-ti a-ii-bieut 

22 fa a-na LUGAL im-ma bi-lat-su-un la ig-fu-ma i-na 
GIS. NIR(tukulti) 4AS+ Sur be-li am-git-su-nucti-ma sivit-t 

123 sna wuSa-me-ricna 56-56! 


The Tamudi, Ibadidi, Mi in distant 





Arabia, in the desert, who knewS commander, 


who never brought tribute to any Assur, my 





Lord, I defeated them. I exiled I settled them in 
Samaria. 





According to the annals from J events are da a7=715 





s the repopulation in 716 BCE.‘? Sar 


gon II waged a relatively peaceful campaign in the Sinai-are 





BCE, Tadmor, however, wroi 





ind on the 





Egyptian border in 715 BCE,83 It cai sult of this 
campaign, Sargon II sent the earli the area of 
Sam 








Ne 





much is known about 





are supposed to be 
nomadic. Except for the Tamudi they can be regarded as Midianite tribes, 
The Tamudi, Ibadidi and Marsimani can be 





¢ fourth century 





CE.54 The Hajapu, who can be equated with Old Testa had to pay 














Text: PE, Botta, M F H.W No.8 
Transcription and HL Winck AG.L re 
2HEA.K si 
Translation: 4- MJ Seux M.¢ 4H. Tadmor, 1 Kin 
The same event is reported in Sg I DG. Lyon, Keilschrifte 
4):19-20— see above Chay ne ‘ mNi 
HLW.F. Saggs, frag 16 (19841 p 8 
With M. Cogan and H uk der the Arab tribes as the subject 
and not asthe object of ida 
H. Tadmor, JCS 12 (19 

CE Eph, Ancient Arabs 8.216.2172 EA. Knauf, famael, pp. 74:90 
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Pileser 111.55 This fact exposes Sargon's claim to have 


conquered a people who never before felt the Assyrian yoke (line 122) to 









be pure ide 
on the Arab peninsul: 


According 





at they controlled the caravan-trade 








> Eph'al it is doubtful whether there were ever military en. 





nts between the Assyrians and these Arab tribes. In his view, the 
text reflects a spontancous settlement of (semi-)nomadic tribes in the 
territory of the As 





ian province Samerina which was tolerated by the 
n of Sargon II 





Assyrians.56 In favor of his view is 
wgainst the Arabs is known 
However. 





the fact that no campaii 








ABL 
84 it becomes clear that military eng 


tribes did indeed take place. ABL S 





7 = SAA I, 82 and ABL 88 = SAA | 


ements between Assyria and Arab 








a letter from Tabsil-Esharra 


governor of Assur to Sargon II — reports Arab raids on the border near 





the Euphrates.57 ABL 88, from the same author, reports the ravaging by 
Arabs of the city of Sippar.s ing to the Arabs: ABL 
414 = SAA I, No. 177; ABL 953 = SAA I, 178; CT 53, 10 = SAA I, No. 
179, the governor of Zobah ation in the West.59 It 


bs are the same as the Arab tribes 





In other letters refer 








eports on A\ 
ese A 
ied in the annals from Uh 

that Sargon II reac 
Zobah with a 





ab pene! 








abad. But is not impossible to suggest 





of Tabsil-Esharra and his governor in 





his own command or under the 


against the Arabs leadi 





command of an Assyri to thei 





deportation to Samerina. 


TP It “Anna . 219, See G.G.G, Reinhold, B 





” r 3; Mem, Ancient Arabs, pp. 105-11 
of al, JAOS 94 (1974), p. 116n393; and K. Deller, in: 
p 11334: are wor new edition of Parpola in SAA I, No, 








ABL 88 = SAA I, No. BER 
Arabs ravaging Si 
Pp. 59.115-116, FM. Fales, Cen 





(Or NS'34 (1962), pp. 187-188: 1. Eph‘al, Ar 





3% CLLEphal, Ancient A 





CHAPTER SIX 
ASSYRIAN DOCUMENTS 





SAMERINA, DUR 


6.1. In 





In comparison, the peri¢ 





Assyrian Empil 
which shed Ii 
Northern Isra 
2 Kgs 1 
territories. A: 











Sargonides do not inform abou gainst Sami Ther 
can be concluded that it was a p area and a loyal province.! I will 
now survey the A: Qu the provinces Same 





Du'ru, Magidu and Gal'a(d)a. 





6.2.1, List 

The provinces are mentioned 

6.2.1.1. Eponym-list 

The following governors are know 

PUR.GIN.PA Nabi-kénu. 690 BCE 
PUR20PAP.MES —Nabi-Zar-abhesu of S: . 646 BCE 




















HET SAS 
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PTAAU-ani-nu ——_‘Iiti-Adad-aninu of Magidu (no date}s 


1es of the governors have 


The ni 
Maybe they were appointed from 


al Mesopotamian background, 





ted to the area, but it is 








more probable to surmise that t inated from the Assyrian 


aristocracy of higher 











of the 
90, Sometimes these lists give 


In some Assyrian li 
former Northem Kingd: 











Assyrian overlord 


K. 152 
In I1:3*-8" of this list 








fa-gi-du are 
mentione s remarkable 

t 
2. K. 


Line one might be 





ntext is too vague for conclusi 


ermined as cities.S 





4 to [suSa-]miri-na, From the context it can be 





jeduced that in th he yearly taxes were recorded. The level of the 





nerina is, unfortunately, no longer readable. From line 
Ma 





6 it can be ded 
xx, When these 
K.4384 
Line 11:6 me 

4. K. 9996 





fe province gidu had to pay 15 bi 





id is not known, 








Nimrud:10 perhaps wuMa-[gi 
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should be read 
6. K.14252 
Weippert remarks that in 








80 Nr 813) Samerina is mentioned 








apparent, It also have a quite normal position in the 


6.2.1.3. CTNIM% 





1¢ obverse of this Nimrud 








related to this. L catalogue cities and persi 














whether were merchan dated exactly 








Royal inscriptions 





The vassal-treaty between Esarhaddon and king Baal of Tyre records that 





the inhabitants of uvA-ku-w and weDu-'-ri were still citizens of the 














Some Assyrian letters ligh inces unde 
discussion, 
1. ABL 1201 = SAA I, No. 220 
1 a-nap4PA.BADPAP 
2 IM(tuppu) PA-ri-hi lu Di-mu(ualmu 
Ed. by JN. Postgate, Ina PL XXVIL 
M. Weipper. in: IA. V. k 
Ed. S, Dalley & 11N P it Shalmaneser No. 90, Pl. 21 and pp. 16.152-1S: 
Esarh Treaty with Baal of Tyre (ed. R.B rhaddon, p. 108, = SAA I, No. 




















108 LOF SAMARIA 





3. a-na DUMU-ia(m 





ina UGU(mubbi) SE-n 





‘a-hi fa KUR(n 





5 EN(bél) tlé}-e-mu lu-te-re 
6 stim-mu i-[ba-di\si Sitm-mu la 5-80 


;GU(mubjhi) SA-bi-ni(libbini) lu DUG.GA(tiaba) 

















To Nabi-dura-usur from Arihi. Good health to my son! 





relation to the com tax!4 of the land of Samerina, my master 








send a rep i — so that our heart is 








about it, The officials are passive. they stay where they are. They do 











not go to their work. We cannot give them orders. 
T have been petitioning you since last year!5 until now in this very 
manner about the income, we have not brought in any income 
whatsoever. Now send a report — whether it exists or not! 


This letter makes 
time. Although the 
both Nabd-dura-usur a 





$ are not mentioned, it can be assumed that 
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Sennacherib, which is rather difficult to read and interpret 





1 XWGAGIS 
2 6 
3 i-ta-(iab 
[ im-tla-lik su a 
7 XNA AN 
8 Ma-a 











3 RAIL 
4 ni-Suinla 
Revi a 
4 BARSA AC 
5 ana t-Yu-lum-ri-a-a (Bét-tfulmria 
6 al-lak-ma Asi 
al-lak 12 GAL 
8 20RAMES 
In view of the fragmentary character of this inscription a translation is 


quite impossible. It is remarkable that Samaria is referred to as &-{Yu-(um: 
ri This description was used until 720 BCE as an indication of the 
Israelite Kingdom, After 720 BCE S 


1 the fall of the city. Cons 


a is only called €-Yu-[um-ri-a-a 








can be assumed that CT 
lines Rev5-6 “To t 





388 is prior to the fall of Samaria. ¢ land 








of the house of O[mri ... ] I went" could be to the Assyrian reaction 
on the participation of the inhabitants of ia in the coalition under 
Taubi'di? 

CT 53, 458 = SAA I, No. 255 








jes from the period of Sargon II or Sennacherib. The text is 
































Ho LOF SAMARIA 




















*EN-pi-git-te ina UGU(mubi) SE.N[UMUN.MES ( 
WX ka 1 
5 x 
E 6 x ma-aX 
8 usur-tiiC NIRGurinnu’ 
4 [1 2LMES(napsuni) TA *!20-ku-e 
(rest broken awa 
1-2 which in [... an of}ficial in char 




















le front 
ficer. Line 
asures taken be 











case, line 9-Rev.3 c 





taken after the 






















fla he came and beleaguered [ ... ] dirt [ 


to the kin, 





a high: 


d as a description of 


the siege of Samaria, It is also possible 


f another city, In that 
of Assyrian measures 












































1 an interesting letter reign of Sargon II ance of 
bricks to, amongst others, Samaria and Megiddo is menti¢ 
12" LUGJAL(arru) EN(bED i-ga-b 
13° [ma-a a-na man]-ni SIG ME(libittd) x 
7 a-din 
DINGIR(il 
dldnt) MAN 
6 [Sa LUGJALGarru) EN(bel) if:pur-an-ni ur-ta-me 
will give a translation of the full letter as it d 
2 ourses of brick: 3’ [...] he extracted [...] 4-5" [He 
wrote tJo him: "Why did you extract [...]?" 
6-9" [He The rest of the work I am doing (is ...; I....Jed from 
him [x] bricks, but he is still busy gl bricks(?) 
10'-11'L am [now(?)] send s of the b wall 
to the king), my I 
12'-13'[Probably(?)] the king, (my) lord m To whom have 
[you) given bricks?” 
14’-Rev3 [40,000] to Arpad, [40,000 t]o Sama(ria 40,000 to] Megiddu, in 
I: [120.000 from the king's ento in total 30,000 
from Na’di-i 
6 is: in all] I have given out [150,000 bricks; I have not 
calculated, [however,] the bricks of village manager: 








The ki}ng, (my) lord eunuchs and the 1 





to 





from [whom] I have taken the bricks I have 


the ce 














ord, may do as he deems best. [The ki]ng, (my) [IJord, knows 


that (I have] in past [ 





ays given brick]s to the kling's] ent 
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It seems to me that this letter was written by someone who was in charge of 





the distribution of bricks for building activities. I interpret this letter as an 





cities of Assy 





indication that br an provinces 





for the construction istrative centres. The letter reflects a conflict 





¢ letter, had to steer 





of interests. Th ficial, writer of 


cautiously a middle course between the interests of the governors of 





provinces and the interests of those responsible for the construction of th 
new palace for Sargon in Dur Sharruken. 





There is, however, a second possible interpretation: Arpad 
and M 


of laborers deported fr 





ddu wvinces in the west, but to groups 





do not refer to Assyrian p 


ned working to 








Sargon’s new palai 
The first interp 
Samaria and Magiddy, 
provinces within the Assyrian empire, The second interpretation then 
tees at Dur-Sharruken, 







the interest of solid build 





ores the special position of these 











example of Norther Israelite depc 


6.2.4. Documents excavated at Samaria 





During the excavations of S 











period of Assyrian domination have been uncovered. 


Inscription on a bulla with the royal Assyrian seal 





(belonging) to A{ssur-iddijn 


Presumab! a royal(?) letter 





2. An orde 
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3 
2 JaitiNE(ab) PU.GUR-Fal-Lim 

3 DUG,bi(qabbi) pA-a-PAP.MES 

4 a-nalWGAL.URUMES(rab alan 

5 [it)-ta-din GUg MES(alpi) 6 ANSE.MES(emari 1 

3 When Nergal-shallim22 gives a command on the tenth day of the 





month Ab, then Aja-ahhe shall give to the city-counsellor 6 oxen 








PA-a-PAP-MES; ALT n 





ygnized in this name the theophoric element A/a, the beloved 

of the sun-god of Sippar.2 Several objections to this inte ust be urged 

1, Inthe name the determina pefore Aja 

2. The conjectural 1 A th 3s significant 
ajja is bewter a stivum, consequently the nan 
means: ‘where are others?.24 Such a name is known from Assyrian 





Aja-ahhe was presumably a cattle keeping depc 





ee living in Samerina who 
who had to pay taxes to the 





cal government, The background of this pay 
ing is not quite clear, Perhaps Aja-ahhe was careless in paying his part of 
the tribute? But it is also possible that this courtorder was related to debts 
of totally different kind. Nergal-shallim was a local official. His function 
seems comparable to 





hat of a modem usher 


3. A cylinder-seal with inscription 
1 myki 
$4 pAUR-2a-bi-[il 





1B (kunsekku 


4 IR(ardu) spo 


Ed. by GLA, Re c 
According to Reisne 
ter, howe 


BRL2, p, 267; IN, Pos 











G.A. Reisner, in: Samara 1, p. 247, reads 
B Lipti, Sy 5p. 253-280: RZ 5 
ADD 3 = ARU 283-7 F N 





264:10; ADD 294 
2' {a farmer}; ADD 308 = ARU 5: 





ARU 49 = Th. Kwasman, Documents, N 


Th, Kwasman, Docion 
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5 MSAB-TUIR Fa 

6 [uR(Nabi 
8Tag-me-t 

8 4SU(Mard 

9 ASar-pa-ni-num 

10 a-na EN(bél) a4KISIB(kunukki) 

V1 lik-rucub 














Seal of Nabu-zabi(l], the ... , servant of .... the apprentice, May 
[Nabu], Tash 





tu, Marduk and Sarpanitu bless the owner of this 





Both the enumeration of the most important Gods of the Babylonian pan: 






theon and the theophoric element Naba indicate a Babylonian background. 


It should, howeve 





be noted that Nabu was the God of the art of writing, 


Furthermore, this inscription makes clear that there was someone in 





Samerina who was able to teach cu » others. I assume that 





iform scrip 





the was the one who made this seal for his servant Nabu-zabif]] 





nt of a royal inscription 


In Samaria a small fragment of an Assyrian 





la was unearthed, The in: 
scription should be ascribed to Sargon 11.27 Like other Assyrian kings, Sar 
gon I placed stelae in the cap 





al cities of conquered countries.28 The 
inscription on the stela from Samaria is too fragmentary to in 





(erpret 





6.2.5. Legal documents from Gezer 





After the conquest by Ti 





h Pileser III in 734 BCE, Ge 
ably it was a part of the province Du'ru, In 





er became part of 





the Assyrian Empire. Presun 


Gezer two Neo-Assyrian legal docums 





s have been excavated, 





1. Gezer 1 


Ed. by OR. Gumey, in: J.W. Crowfoot, KM. Ke 


ELL. Sukenik, Objects, XV and 
asequenily a print would be in th 
that tis seal was only made inction 








egative. That leads tou for decorative 








upposed 





EA. by O.R. Gumey, in: .W. Crowfoot, KM. Kenyon, ELL. Sukenik, Objects, PL. I and 





ML, and p. 35; ef Ise 








Ci ia LD. Levine, Two stelae, pp. 51-57. Stelae of Sargon II were unearthed in Lamaka, 
Asdod, Ashams, Samaria and in iran 
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nay KISIB(kunukku) pASO.SU A 








2 mayKISIB(kunukku) PAAD.SU A 1 
3. PAP(naphar) 2 LU.MES(awili) EN. MES.ASA.[MES 
4 £(bit) PLu-PAP.MES a-di gi-i-(mir-te-sa 





our seal impressions) 


$ *MOKUMES(niii) pTu-ri-d A 


DUMU-#id(marisu) 





6 seu Mes 
Gis GA 

8 [ ad 

10 [ 

1" [kasp 





lieta-ra XX X 





4" ana | ME(mé) wu 




















5° WisiG,(Simani) UD.17.KAM lim-mu “) 
6° PAJ-SurBAD.PAP *WEN.NAM(aknu 
IGI PZak-ki-i IGI PPWAB-a-a 
8° IGIPEN.A.AS R 
9° IG1 PHar-ti-a 
GI pBur-ra-p AR (tamkaru 
IG PNUMUN.DU DUMU(mar) pitlAB. 
IGI PDUG.DIN IGI PSi- 
IGI pMan-nu-ki-LIM.AN IG) 
14'1GI PNUMUN-1-1029 
1 Seal of Marduk-eriba, so 
2. Seal of Aba-eriba, son of 
3 Totally: two men, owners of houses (and) field(s! 
4 The estate of Lu-ahhu in its enti 1 




















From 
were in force, 
punishment for breach of the contract.30 2'-3' are a comm. 
that there is no juridical red 
buyer an insurance against the loss of 
a period of 100 d 
consequences of the possibility that one 

crime. The personal names in the tablet give an insig 
population of the city. The nan 
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The slaves: his two wives; his son: 





6 three people 





joney [x-fold to the owner 





II return. [In his case ple 





he will not recieve. (Gu: 








attack of epilepsy 
for 100 days, (against) crime for ever. 
nth, of the ye 
a-usur, governor of Bar-Halzi. 


5° Siwan, th 





after that of 









6° Assur-du 


Witness: Zakki; witness: Tebetaja 
8° witness: Bel-apla-iddina; witness: Marduk-nasir 
from] the cifty of 1 


9° witness: Har-wasi, the 








10° witness: Bur-rapi’; the estate-[agent 
I's 


witness: Tabta-uballit; witness: Si 





ess: Zer-ukin, son of Tebetaja 


13' witness: Mannu-ki-Arbela; witness 
14° witness: Zer-utu 


clauses in Rev.1'-4' it becomes clear that Assyr 











ss, 3-4’ form guarantee-clauses giving the 








ne slaves by an attack of epilepsy for 





ys. Furthermore, he is protected against the 





ight have committed 
t into the mixed 


the slaves 








nes have parallels in the Assyrian, 
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the text31 to which I ada 
PADSU Abeer ge also CTN II 17:4, 101 i:15; 108 Rey. i 
Ffri-t see also CTN III 99 ii:15; 108 ii:31; and a remark by 
ner a Hebrew 
A Bel-apla-idi NWL 3 ii 
he CT 53,324 = SAA V, No, 269:10 
£. NUMUNed in CTN IM 12 





Gezer 2 





A second inscription from Gezer contains 
n 649 BCE 


a parcel of land 
which changed hand: 








fig KISIB(kunukku 


2 EN.ASA(bél 


(three seal 





3 (bit) [ X BJAN(sutu) A.SA(eql 





‘SUBUR"(teb) P Si 
4 ‘SUHUR'(tebi) 





IGI PGID.SIG.SUKKAL.GIS 
3" IGI PNUMUN.GIN 
4" IGI PU.GUR.20.PAP 
5’ wizte(Sabags) UDA KAM 
LEdge 6° lim-mu PPAP.AN-d 


IGAR(Saknu) kurGar-ga-n 














Rev 


The 
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2 owner of the land being sold 





(three seal impressions) 





A plot of [ x sult of the field adjacent 


to that of Sini. 





adjacent to Sini. 
Witness: ... ; witne 


witness: GID.SIG SUKKAL.GIS 





witness: Nergal-sh 
Shabatu th 
of the year of Al 









4 
1 
3’ witness: Zer-ul 
4 
1 


governor of Gargamii 





inscription makes clear that in the Assyrian provinces the transfer of 


properties even of the indigenous population, was possible. This implies 


pe 


the 











n of private property certainly existed in the Assyrian 








athan-jahu sold his land is as unclear as the reason for 





ansaction, The text implies that Israelites could adopt a normal pos: 


ition in the province. The background of the personal names mentioned in 


the 





text indicate to a mixed popul: Nathan-jahu is Israelite; Sini, 





Egyptian; Zer-ukin and Nergal-shar-usur, Assyrian or Babylonian. 


GID.SIG.SUKKAL.GIS is an 


63 


In the sources discusse 
on the territory of 
fragmentarily. The area participated in the 
Esarhaddon and Assurbanip 
and deportations, the area be 
letter ABL 1201 shows that 1 





de 
the 


of Judah under Josia, After the battle near M 
ently ince 








plies 








Conclusion: 


4, a picture of the history of the Assyrian provinces 


former Noi Ki 
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